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EPA Proposes Dramatic Change in Atrazine Use  



EPA PROPOSED—June 2022



Definitions and 
explanations of 
various practices have 
yet to be explained

EPA PROPOSED—June 2022



This product may not be applied aerially or by ground within 
66 feet of the points where field surface water runoff enters 
perennial or intermittent streams and rivers or within 200 feet 
around natural or impounded lakes and reservoirs. If this 
product is applied to highly erodible land, the 66 foot buffer 
or setback from runoff entry points must be planted to crop, 
seeded with grass or other suitable crop.

2021

Current Atrazine labeling



Existing 
atrazine 
setback 
requirements



Are these setbacks actually being followed?



Setbacks Around Ditches/Small Creeks



Rivers



Lakes, ponds, potholes, streams, and 
farmland near Devils Lake, ND 



Potholes



Allowing pigweed 
to overrun a 
setback area is 
not realistic



Do not apply with aircraft within 300 feet or with 
groundboom equipment within 100 feet of any 
natural body of water such as rivers, streams, 
ponds, lakes and reservoirs. Do not apply with 
aircraft when wind speed is greater than 10 mph. 



Cercospora 
Leaf Spot on 
sugarbeet

Not Sprayed Sprayed

$400+ per acre loss



Observe the following restrictions when spraying in the vicinity of 
aquatic areas such as lakes, reservoirs, rivers, permanent streams, 
marshes or natural ponds, and estuaries.

Apply only during alternate years in fields adjacent to aquatic areas 
listed above. 

Do not apply by ground or air within 100 feet of aquatic areas listed 
above.



Obviously, having 
a setback that is 
blighted is some-
thing farmers are 
unlikely to accept



Loader and applicator requirements to minimize the potential for 
runoff to surface water: 
•Maintain a 500 ft. vegetative buffer between treated area and 
surface water on neighboring land.
•Maintain a 500 ft. buffer between a standpipe drain outlet and 
surface water on neighboring land.
•Maintain a 66 ft. setback between the treated area and entry points 
to surface water bodies on non-highly erodible soils.
•Maintain a 300 ft. setback between the treated area and entry 
points to surface water bodies on highly erodible soils (HES).



Creating a refuge 
for Sugarbeet 
Root Maggots is 
NOT a good idea



These statements are found throughout labels of 
products that are routinely used 



While pesticides are found 
in water at extremely low 
levels, EPA is under pressure 
to minimize contamination. 
What’s the solution?



Do not apply directly to water, to areas where surface 
water is present, or to intertidal areas below the mean 
high-water mark. Do not contaminate water when 
disposing of equipment washwaters or rinsate. Drift or 
runoff may adversely affect aquatic invertebrates, 
sensitive wetland environments, and non-target plants. 
Drift and runoff may be hazardous to aquatic organisms 
in water adjacent to treated areas. 

Typical Water Hazard Statement 



Enhanced Requirements



Notice the similarity 
with the Enlist One 
Label!

EPA PROPOSED ATRAZINE CHANGES —June 2022



EPA is committed 
to this approach

“These mitigation measures include 
surface water protection statements 
users would follow when precipitation 
occurs or is forecasted, as well as a pick 
list of conservation measures a grower 
must select from and use to reduce 
pesticide runoff from the field.” 



What are some 
practical solutions?

• Map it out and know your ground

• Review labeling statements and follow them?

• Use alternative a.i. on problematic sites

• Deploy conservation measures when doable  

• Seek out conservation easements paid for from 
government or private entities

• Take action, IGNORING this is not an option!



How are you responding to these proposals?

Are you educating yourself on these issues?

Are you communicating with your commodity groups and 
professional associations?

Are you communicating with your representatives?

Are you commenting to EPA?



Thank youContact us:

Andrew Thostenson

andrew.thostenson@ndsu.edu

https://twitter.com/Thostenson
@Thostenson

701-231-8050

Bridgette Readel
bmreadel@gmail.com

https://twitter.com/BmReadel 

@bmreadel

701-799-4906 


