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65 million years of forest cover

4,000 years of prairie
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People have 
lived in
North Dakota 
For at least 
10,000 years.



North Dakota Forests – Historical Perspective

Homestead Act
1870s – claim 160 acres.
Cost: $14.00, plus build a house, dig a well, and feed your family.

Timber Culture Act
1873-1882 additional 160 if you plant 40 to trees.  Dropped to 10 acres.
2700 trees/ac, 675/ac had to live 13 years.  

Average farm size was 277 in 1890, and 466 acres by 1920.
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