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Brief background: 
 
Dr. Ostlie began his career as the Research Agronomist at 
the Carrington Research Extension Center in Jan 2012. 
Prior to that, he was a PhD student at Colorado State 
University where he developed non-GMO wheat lines 
resistant to the Assure II herbicide.  He got his Master’s 
Degree at NDSU in 2009, primarily working on downy brome control in no-till spring 
wheat. He and his wife Lindsay had their first child, Theodore, who just turned six 
months.  
 
Tell us about the goals of your research program? 

This research program is focused on a holistic approach to improving crop management 
in the Great Plains. All facets of agriculture are investigated including, but not limited to, 
cultivar evaluation, production inputs, cultural practices, production techniques, soil 
and environmental health, and biology and physiology of plants. With the ability to 
conduct comprehensive research we are able to facilitate increased productivity and 
improved land management strategies that benefit everyone involved.         

 

More specifically, what is the primary focus of your current research? 

- Enhancing crop productivity in saline seeps 
- Management of troublesome and herbicide resistant weeds 
- Evaluation of niche crop production inputs 
- Crop germplasm evaluations 
- Enhancing minor crop productivity 
- Investigation of alternative crop production techniques 

 
What are your long term objectives? 

- Increase crop productivity in central ND 
- Improve the understanding of production management strategies for low-acreage 

and cover crops 
- Optimize production management techniques on under-utilized acres 
- Increase the accessibility and utilization of NDSU research data 



 

How do you feel it will impact the region, nationally, globally? 

The agronomy program at the Carrington Research Extension Center is in a good 
position to influence large regions of the upper Great Plains and beyond. The CREC is 
currently investigating a number of novel concepts and previous anecdotal observations 
from a research perspective to expand the current understanding of parameters used for 
crop management decision making. The research generated from this agronomy program 
will address practical solutions to production management problems that are often 
applicable to a large demographic and geographic area.  
 

When finished, what will your work mean? What will it mean to the state of ND? 

The research conducted within this project is directly applicable to the producers of 
North Dakota. As a result, the agriculture community can expect the latest information 
and trust in its accuracy. As crop input options continue to increase, these results may 
often mean that growers have the tools needed to make informed decisions. 

 

What excites you the most about your project? 

This project allows for a lot of latitude in research goals from year to year. This creates a 
continuous environment for innovative ideas, and building new projects off of results 
from previous years. 

 

Do you have any graduate/undergraduates helping with this project? 

Undergraduates are a part of our summer work force and assist with plot maintenance as 
well as data collection for specific projects. Graduate students have also conducted 
research within our agronomy program. Due to the location and scale of our operations, 
any students collaborating here gain extensive insight into the agriculture research 
process as every step can be completed here. I plan to create a project that is conducive 
to further graduate student involvement at the Carrington Research Extension Center.  

 

What is the greatest reward after the completion of a project? 

It is rewarding to hear when others in the agriculture or research communities are 
utilizing the information generated from a project. 

 



 

What is your advice for students who want to go into your field of study? 

Agronomy is a field that will continue to expand and will always need new individuals 
entering the workforce. The more we understand about plants, soils, and agriculture, the 
less we know. Thus you can never know enough the relationships that exist between the 
hard sciences.  

 

What are some of your hobbies/activities you like to do when you are not spending 
time on your research project? 

 
My wife and I like to travel. I spend quite a bit of time tinkering on my house and 
farmstead.  

 

Please provide us with your contact information: 

Mike Ostlie 
Research Agronomist 
663 Hwy 281 N 
Carrington, ND 58421 
701-652-2951 
Mike.ostlie@ndsu.edu 
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