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Situation Cover crop adoption has been widespread in ND and many 
agencies are conducting demonstrations and research on cover 
crops. However, there is very little statewide coordination of cover 
crop efforts. A collaborative effort between agencies and producers 
is needed to evaluate the use of cover crops in all types of 
agricultural production systems to help users realize the benefits of 
cover crop use.  

 

Objectives 1. Develop a working group to determine needs that would include 
the cooperating agencies.  
2. Determine knowledge base regarding the use of cover crops in 
North Dakota.  
3. Identify and/or create resource library of information.  
4. Clearly define objectives for cover crop use in livestock and crop 
production separately. A subset of objectives should be determined 
for each production system.  
4. Expanded cover crop acres as a feedstock on grazing land.  
5. Determine soil health quality impacts through use of cover crops.  
6. Determine the economic impact of cover crop usage in both 
livestock systems and in soil health.  

 

Extension 
response 
(planned activities – 
meetings/workshops, 
bulletins, field days, 
etc.) 

Help organize a cover crop roundtable to determine the state of 
knowledge of cover crop use in ND. Determine knowledge gaps and 
develop programs to fill those gaps. Provide educational programs in 
form of meetings and workshops using face-to-face, webinars and 
IVN. Develop extension circulars, fact sheets, newsletters, and 
popular press stories for media outlets.  

 

Evaluation 
plan/tool 

Attendees at roundtable meeting will be evaluated on knowledge 
level of cover crop production and future needs in cover crop 
education and research. Attendance and pre and post surveys.  

 

Anticipated 
impacts 

1) Cover crop users will be able to successfully select and grow 
cover crops that will help them address their specific needs and 2) 
technical providers will have resources to make proper cover crop 
recommendations to users based on the user’s needs.  

 

 


