
Signature Program 

Action Plan 
 

Team Horticulture and Forestry 

Program Title Emerald Ash Borer – Detection, Response, and Diversification of Tree 
Plantings. 

Program 
Coordinator(s) 

Dr. Joe Zeleznik 

Situation Emerald ash borer (EAB) is an exotic insect that attacks and kills ash 
trees (genus Fraxinus).  EAB was first found in the U.S. in the Detroit, 
Michigan, area and has since spread as far as Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.  Green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica) is highly overplanted 
in North Dakota communities and conservation plantings.  When EAB 
arrives in North Dakota, it will have a major economic impact on forest 
resources. 
 
Several organizations and agencies are currently involved in various 
preparation activities, including: NDSU Extension, ND Department of 
Agriculture, ND Forest Service, ND Game and Fish Department, ND 
Parks and Recreation Department, ND Urban and Community Forestry 
Association, USDA-APHIS, USDA-NRCS, and others.  Most of these 
organizations are represented in the ND EAB Response Committee, 
chaired by the ND Department of Agriculture.  Given that EAB has not 
yet arrived in North Dakota, each organization currently has similar 
roles – prepare their own employees, their customers and additional 
natural resource professionals.   

Objective(s) Short Term: Provide EAB training for at least 50% of county agents. 
Long Term: Demonstrate a significant diversification of newly planted 
tree species before and after the arrival of EAB. 

Extension 
response 
(planned activities – 
meetings/workshops, 
bulletins, field days, 
etc.) 

The first goal is to develop products that county agents can use in their 
programming efforts: 
 

Product Person 
responsible 

Deadline 

EAB video Lance Brower 
(Joe Zeleznik) 

Jan. 1, 2011 
(Jan 31, 12) 

Tree selection website Joe Zeleznik Mar 29, 11 
(Jan 31, 12) 

List of ND tree care 
companies 

Julie Kramlich March 1, 
2011 
draft 
complete, 



need to 
update 

EAB Look-Alikes poster/flyer Jerry Fauske, Jim 
Walker (NDSU 
Entomology Dept.) 

draft 
complete 

 
The second goal is to provide training to extension agents.  This will 
include basic information on emerald ash borer and the educational 
resources available to agents.  While it is not expected that each agent 
will attend every event, our goal is that each agent will attend at least 
one event.  Additionally, some of the events will be offered by 
members of the ND EAB Response Committee and thus may not be 
directed specifically towards extension agents. 
 

Training 
Event 

Delivered by 
…  

Date Notes 

Hands-on 
training in 
Twin Cities 

Minnesota 
Department 
of Agriculture 

April 
11-12, 
2012 

Still need to finalize funding 
for this event. 

NDDA First 
Detector 
Training 

ND EAB 
Response 
Committee 

March 
26-30, 
2012 

3 or 4 sites, to be 
determined (suggested 
Carrington, Beulah/Hazen, 
Oakes/Ellendale areas) 

 
EAB Awareness Week – Planned for May 20-26, 2012.  Fifteen 
communities participated in 2011 (see below).  Are there other county 
agents interested in participating?  The goal is to raise local public 
awareness of the impact that EAB will have in North Dakota. 
 
2011 participating communities 
Wahpeton, Fargo, Lisbon, West Fargo, Valley City, Jamestown, 
Bismarck, Mandan, Dickinson, Williston, Minot, Grand Forks, Devils 
Lake, Carrington, Hettinger 
 

Evaluation 
plan/tool 

Follow-up contact with county agents to determine if/how they are 
utilizing the informational materials and training sessions in their own 
programming efforts.   
In the long run, follow-up surveys will be utilized to determine if and 
how much communities and individuals are diversifying their new tree 
plantings. 

Anticipated 
impacts 

When EAB arrives in North Dakota, the impact on individuals and 
communities will be minimized.  Specifically, (1) diversification will be 
considerably underway and (2) financial impacts will be minimized; i.e., 
communities and individuals will have funds budgeted for removals 
and replacements.  
 

 


