
 

Action Plan 
 

Program Title Impact of Plant Establishment on Corn Yields and the Factors that 
Contribute 

Program 
Coordinator(s) 

Lindsay Novak & Joel Ransom 

Situation Previous studies have shown a 6% to 22% total yield reduction when 
corn plants have uneven emergence dates.  

Objectives The objective of this study is to observe corn fields planted by 
producers in your county for poor plant stands within rows and 
individual plants with late emergence dates, and then quantify any 
yield losses. 

Extension 
response 
 

The farming practices and procedures along with environmental 
growing conditions will also be documented in order to identify any 
correlation with uneven plant emergence. The goal of this project is to 
identify how establishment affects yield and the factors that 
contribute.  The information will be shared with producers to help them 
better understand the importance of uniform stands and the best 
practices to achieve them.   

 
As a participant, you will be required to connect with at least one 
producer in your county to monitor one to three corn fields.  The time 
commitment occurs in the spring once the plants have emerged, then 
a field visit for plant stand counts will be conducted once a week for 4 
weeks.  Each visit takes approximately 1 to 2 hours.  The next time 
commitment occurs in the fall for harvest.  Each field takes 
approximately 2 hours to harvest.   

 
You are free to immediately use the hard data and photos you have 
compiled for your own meetings and presentations.  Once Lindsey 
Novak receives all data and completes the statistics, a formal 
presentation will be created for your use.  This presentation should be 
available to you by spring 2015.   

 
A detailed instructional meeting and handout will be 
provided.  Reimbursement for your mileage will also be provided.   

 
For more information, or any questions contact Lindsey Novak 252-
9030. 

 


