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In the Field
Trees should be kept cool and moist while in 
the fi eld awaiting planting. Trees left from the 
previous day’s planting should be rotated to 
the top of the load so they are planted fi rst. 
Careful planning will assure the majority of 
the stock taken to the fi eld is planted each 
day. Trees that have become dry should be 
discarded.

If trees have been in storage for more 
than 15 days, soak roots in water for a few 
minutes before planting.

Never expose the seedlings to 
dry winds or hot sun during 
the planting operations. 
Always keep the tree roots 
moist.

Tree roots can be kept moist 
while on the tree planter by one 
of the following methods:

 Tree roots can be dipped in water and 
covered with wet burlap or other material.

Containers holding water can be used to 
carry trees on the planter. Tree roots are 
kept in water until the tree is planted. Do 
not leave trees in water overnight.

 Treeroots can be dipped in a moisture 
holding gel. This material will keep tree 
roots moist for up to 15 minutes.

Tree planters should be operated at a 
slow ground speed to allow planting crews 
adequate time to properly place the trees in 
the planting shoe. High speeds can result in 
“J” shaped roots.

Excessively long roots on trees cannot be 
planted properly and should be pruned. See 
ND Forest Service brochure entitled, “How to 
Prune Tree Roots Before Planting.”

Trees should be planted one inch deeper 
than they are grown in the nursery.

After Planting
After planting, straighten every tree and fi rmly 
pack the soil around the base of the tree.

Tree plantings should be kept free of weeds to 
allow the trees to grow and develop properly.

If possible, water all trees immediately after 
planting. Weed barrier fabric or other forms of 
mulch should be considered to conserve soil 
moisture and control weeds.

Fertilizer applications are usually not 
benefi cial unless irrigation is available.

Adding fertilizer will increase the moisture 
requirements of the tree.
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Avoid Planting on Hot, Windy Days.

How to 
Care for 
Evergeens 
After Leaving 
the Nursery

All materials in this publication may be reproduced only with the consent of 
the author and/or the agencies represented.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination 
in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political 
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived 
from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To fi le a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Offi ce of Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or 
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

USDA is an equal employment opportunity provider and employer.

North Dakota State University does not discriminate on the basis of age, 
color, disability, gender expression/identity, genetic information, marital 
status, national origin, public assistance status, sex, sexual orientation, status 
as a U.S. veteran, race or religion. Direct inquiries to the Vice President for 
Equity, Diversity and Global Outreach, 205 Old Main, (701)231-7708.

This publication is available in alternative formats by calling (701) 231-5138.



Transportation
Transport trees in a vehicle with adequate 
room to avoid compaction. Evergreens can 
heat while being transported and tight packing 
reduces air exchange and speeds up the 
heating process.

Refrigerated 
Storage
Store trees at 34 to 
38 degrees F. 
Humidity should be 
above 85 percent. Use 
shelves or spacers to 
allow air circulation 
around tree 
packages.

Storage Problems 
– Mold
Proper storage usually prevents severe mold 
problems. However, if packages of trees 
become warm or are stored for longer than 
two weeks, mold can develop.

If this occurs, open the package, spray the 
trees with a captan-water solution, and 
repackage the trees. Check for recurring 
mold problems.

Long Storage 
Periods
Spring lifted evergreens can be kept in 
refrigerated storage for up to six weeks. 
However, long storage periods (over three 
weeks) will lessen the vigor of the trees and 
will reduce initial growth and survival.

Ponderosa pine stored over 
two weeks may exhibit 
delayed bud break, 
short needle growth, 
and poor fall bud set.

Avoid storage 
problems by 
planting trees 
as soon as 
possible.

Strive to 
complete 
the tree 
planting 
season 
by June 1.

Always transport trees in an enclosed vehicle.

Do not dip evergreen roots in 
water or captanwater solution before storage. Store trees 
in nursery package for fi rst two weeks.

The Towner 
Nursery packages 
trees in either bales, 
bags, or boxes. Each 
package is marked with 
the date it was prepared. 
These packages will retain adequate 
moisture for about two weeks.

After two weeks, begin periodic checks of the 
packages to see that the roots remain moist. 
Do this by opening the package and feeling 
the roots. If moisture is needed, spray tree 
roots with a water mist 
to wet the roots. 
Avoid standing 
water in the 
package.

If trees 
are 
removed 
from the 
package, store 
them in an area of 
high humidity. Cover roots 
with a layer of wet shingletow or 
other moisture holding material.

Cover only roots, not the 
tops. This will reduce 
mold problems.

Never store 

evergreens 

without 

covering the 

roots.

If using a horse 
trailer, cover all openings. 
Avoid rough handling of tree 
stock. Buds are easily 
damaged and bruising 
destroys stem tissue.

If possible, transport trees 
during morning hours when 
temperatures are cooler. When stopping, 
always park loaded vehicles in shade.

Unload trees as soon as possible. Never 
leave trees loaded on a truck overnight.

Storage Without 
Refrigeration
Store trees in a cool damp area such as a 
basement or cool garage. Do not remove 
trees from nursery package. Allow good 
air circulation around each package. Keep 
storage time to a minimum. Plant trees within 
a few days.


