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The Forest Stewardship Program 
provides assistance to 

private forest landowners 
to encourage and enable active, 
long‐term forest management 

to meet their 
individual goals 

and 
for the benefit of the forest resource.



Forest Stewardship





Forest Management



Forest Stewardship 
Tax Law

FSTL Today

1982 WTL Enrollment



Partnerships



Partnerships



Stewardship 
In Action



Turtle Mountain Aspen Management



Windbreak Renovation Initiative



Windbreak Renovation Initiative

Renovation Plans Written  Renovations Completed/In‐Progress



Meet the Team
Josh Wolk 
Home Base: Walhalla 
Key Team Member for:
Forest Stewardship Tax Law
ArboricultureCody Clemenson  

Home Base: Bottineau
Key Team Member for:
Stewardship GIS Applications
Native Forest Management

Liz Mars
Home Base: Lisbon
Key Team Member for:
Windbreak Renovation 
Forest Products

Liz Smith
Home Base: Bismarck
Program Manager
Project Coordination
Partnerships



Stewardship MapService



Part II:
Challenges & Opportunities



Financial … Incentives?

• USDA
• USFS Stewardship funds – technical assistance only
• NRCS‐EQIP

• Traditional Markets (Lack of)
• Higher yields... Yes, but…



Contractors

• Soil Conservation Districts
• Tree planting, weed barrier
• Watering, weeding, hand planting, etc.

• Arborists
• Timber Stand Improvement?



“Statewide”

Bryce, S.A., Omernik, J.M., Pater, D.A., Ulmer, M., Schaar, J., Freeouf, J., Johnson, R., Kuck, P., and Azevedo, 
S.H., 1996, Ecoregions of North Dakota and South Dakota, Reston, Virginia, U.S. Geological Survey 



Opportunities

• ND Outdoor Heritage Fund
• Statewide Windbreak Renovation Initiative

• NRCS Conservation Collaboration Grants
• Biochar

• Landscape Scale Restoration



Considerations

• Administration
• Technical
• Match
• Scale
• Geography
• Partners



Thanks!
Liz Smith, Forest Stewardship Program Manager

NDSU ‐ North Dakota Forest Service
Bismarck Field Office ‐ 916 E Interstate Ave, Ste #4

Bismarck, ND  58503‐1227
phone: 701.537.3584

e‐mail: liz.smith@ndsu.edu
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