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Maintaining Pesticide Certifications During a Pandemic

The Situation 
North Dakota has a robust pesticide certification 
program that is designed to vet and maintain 
competent professionals as well as farmers/ranchers 
who use Restricted Use Pesticides. These 
pesticides carry significant risk to the environment, 
the general public, and the applicator. In the early 
spring of 2020, North Dakota had no means to 
certify applicators due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
Approximately 2,500 applicators could not obtain or 
renew certifications. New certification systems had 
to be devised in in order to cope with these 
limitations.  
 
Extension Response 
On March 13, 2020, Extension was directed to halt 
all face to face interactions with applicators. By 
March 19, we had converted professional applicator 
trainings to be offered virtually. Working in concert 
with the North Dakota Pesticide Control Board, and 
the North Dakota Department of Agriculture, the 
Governor Burgum issued an Executive Order to 
delay expirations set to expire on April 1 so 
additional trainings and examinations could be 
offered.  
  
Exams were made available for farmers/ranchers 
on-line by April 15. Within days, webinar based 
trainings were offered into farm shops, homes, or 
offices. Face to face exams were offered for 
professional applicators in Fargo and Bismarck on a 
reservation only basis. In just two months, 2,121 
applicators were trained and 487 exams were 
administered.  
 
Impacts 
The onset of the COVID-19 Pandemic left many 
applicators in peril of losing their certification or 
unable to obtain one so they could follow state laws 
designed to protect the general public. Nimble and 
imaginative approaches met the needs of pesticide 
applicators while maintaining a critical quality control 
on those using the most hazardous pesticides.  
 

Feedback 
“Thank you very much for this virtual training - it was 
very useful and informative.” Jon Rask, Morton Co. 
Farmer 
 
“That was a good session. I actually got more out of 
that than in person, because I could look stuff up on 
my computer while you were talking.” Mike Loyland, 
Grand Forks Co. Farmer 
 
“I would like to express how well the training went. 
Andrew said at the beginning it was quickly thrown 
together, but I sure didn’t feel that it came off that 
way at all. I enjoyed taking part.” Damon Fendrick, 
Gwinner, ND Landscape Professional 
 
Primary Contact 
Andrew A. Thostenson 
Pesticide Program Specialist 
NDSU Dept. 7060, P.O. Ox 6050 
Fargo, ND 58108-6050 
701-231-8050 
Andrew.Thostenson@ndsu.edu 
 
Trainings were conducted virtually from the NDSU 
Campus into homes, shops, and offices statewide.  

 

Public Value Statement 
Certification of pesticide applicators minimizes adverse effects to the public and environment.  
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