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Virtual Livestock Showmanship Clinic: 8 Part Series 

The Situation 
The 2020 animal show season was filled with 
uncertainty. The COVID-19 pandemic forced show 
managers across the nation with the difficult 
decision of how to move forward with their animal 
events. A lot of shows that served as practice 
opportunities leading up to county fairs were 
cancelled. While counties were still deciding if they 
were going to host their animal events, youth were 
encouraged to continue to work towards their show 
goals and develop new showmanship skills, despite 
the uncertainty and disappointment that followed the 
cancellation of their animal events.  
 
Extension Response 
The North Dakota 4-H Animal Science Program 
Planning Committee responded to this difficult 
situation by coming together to host a virtual 
livestock showmanship clinic series. This distance 
learning opportunity covered eight different spices. 
The livestock showmanship clinic series was open to 
any participant across the nation, not just the state 
of North Dakota.   

Topics Covered 
Training Positions/Faults 

Grooming & Feeding Penalties 
Equipment 4-H Character 

 
Impacts 
The reach of these clinics was both far and wide.  

Species Participatin
g States 

Direct** 
Participant 

connections 

Participant(s) 
in the 

audience*** 
Beef 17* 124 233 
Sheep 19* 136 246 
Meat & Dairy 
Goat 20 125 235 

Swine 15 100 223 
Horse 23* 156 260 
Poultry 13 101 208 
Dairy Cattle 12 49 83 
Rabbit 21 56 93 
*Canada was represented. 
**Direct connection: a single connection made by the device which called 
into the ZOOM call. 

***Audience: results from a poll during the clinic indicating more than one 
participant was on the call from a single device logged into ZOOM. 

Feedback 
Eight universities utilized our YouTube series and 
incorporated them as resources on their webpages: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/NDSUExt4H/featured  
 
Facebook post analytics for the series reached 
194,281 people and was shared 2,010 times. 
 
Feedback from each clinic was outstanding: 
• Beef – “Thank you for your help. This was very 

informative.” 
• Sheep – “I learned a lot and hope to improve at my 

next county fair. This was just what I needed!” 
• Goat – “Thank you for doing this. It was VERY 

helpful!” 
• Swine – “Thank you for hosting this to help us learn 

way more about pigs. This was great information!” 
• Horse – “This was extremely helpful. I learned a lot!” 
• Poultry – “This was great help! Thank you so much 

for this clinic and letting those of us from other parts 
of the country join in.” 

• Dairy Cattle – “I’m so excited after this, to show my 
Jersey heifers. Thanks!!!” 

• Rabbit – “WOW that was amazing! I learned a lot!” 
“This was just the encouragement I needed.” 

 
Primary Contact 
Leigh Ann Skurupey, Ph.D. 
Interim Chair/Animal Science Specialist 
Family Life Center (FLC) 219  
Dept. 7280, PO Box 6050 | Fargo, ND  58108-6050 
Leighann.skurupey@ndsu.edu | 701.231.7179 
 
Collaborators 
Brian Zimprich, Extension Agent, Ransom County 
Kurt Froelich, Extension Agent, Stark-Billings County 
Rick Schmidt, Extension Agent, Oliver County 
Sarah McNaughton, Extension Agent, Cass County 
Lindsey Maddock, Extension Agent, Wells County  
Travis Hoffman, Ph.D., NDSU/UMN Extension Sheep 
Specialist/Assistant Professor 
 
Outside Collaborators 
Samantha Lahman, Extension Educator – 4-H Youth 
Development, University of Minnesota 

Shane Ringdahl, Licensed American Rabbit Breeders 
Association Judge 

Public Value Statement 
The Animal Science Program Planning Committee is dedicated to empowering youth with confident 
showmanship skills to utilize in the show pen, resulting in encouragement to continue to practice with their 
show animals despite the cancelation of animal events during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/NDSUExt4H/featured

