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NDSU Extension Master Gardener Program 
Battling Food Insecurity During the Pandemic 

The Situation 
The COVID-19 pandemic caused record  
unemployment, poverty and hunger in North Dakota. 
Food pantries saw large numbers of new individuals 
and families that needed assistance in meeting their 
daily needs. Food pantries typically receive large 
donations of canned and boxed goods from donors. 
Quality fresh vegetables and fruits are very 
important for their nutritional value but can be in 
short supply at food pantries even during the best of 
times. 
 
Extension Response 
The Extension Master Gardener Program saw the 
urgency of the situation and began planning 
initiatives to fight hunger across the state. Four 
separate initiatives included: (1) distributing free 
vegetable seeds to home gardeners in 18 counties 
with the stipulation that all produce grown be 
donated to food pantries; (2) organizing nine weekly 
collection sites during the summer and fall in West 
Fargo, Fargo, Moorhead, and Harwood to receive 
surplus homegrown vegetables and fruits from the 
public for delivery by Extension Master Gardeners to 
food pantries; (3) a Growing Together initiative in 
which Extension Master Gardeners worked with new 
Americans to produce vegetables for delivery to 
local organizations; and (4) an initiative by Extension 
Master Gardeners to grow extra rows of vegetables 
in their home gardens to benefit food pantries. 
 
Impacts 
In 2020, Extension Master Gardeners in 24 counties 
produced, gleaned and collected 38,537 pounds of 
fresh fruits and vegetables to benefit local food 
pantries. When quantified as servings, the project 
yielded 154,148 servings of nutritious produce.  
 
 
 
 

Primary Contact 
Esther McGinnis 
Director of the Extension Master Gardener Program 
NDSU Dept. 7670; PO Box 6050 
Fargo, ND 58108-6050 
(701) 231-7971 
Esther.mcginnis@ndsu.edu 
 

 
 
Collaborating Extension Agents 
Paige Brummund, Sara Clemens, Sarah Crimmins, 
Kelsey Deckert, Calla Edwards, Dan Folske, 
Renae Gress, Ronda Gripentrog, Randy Grueneich, 
Alicia Harstad, Kari Helgoe, Marcia Hellandsaas, 
Shelby Hewson, Don Kinzler, Carrie Knutson, 
Jill Lagein, Kelly Leo, Hannah Nordby, 
Tessa Osterbauer, Melissa Seykora,  
Madeleine Smith, Kitty Torkelson, Lynette Vachal, 
Rachel Wald, Brooks Warner, Brian Zimprich 

Public Value Statement 
Faced with a historic pandemic and rampant hunger, the Extension Master Gardener Program used their 
horticulture training and organizational skills to produce, glean and collect 38,537 pounds of fresh vegetables 
and fruits to benefit beleaguered food pantries across North Dakota. 


