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National Youth Science Day ‘Game Changers’ 

The Situation 
American businesses face the current and future 
problem of not being able to fill technology related 
jobs. The U.S. government recently released a 5-
year plan to boost STEM education and prepare to 
staff 3.5 million STEM jobs by 2025. * 
 
Extension Response 
Each year National 4-H Council releases a National 
Youth Science Day Experiment. The past four years 
have been related to technology and computer 
science advancement. The 2019 Experiment was 
titled, ‘Game Changers’ and focused on computer 
coding and technology activities related to 
agriculture. 
 
Impacts 
Over 1,000 youth from across the state, ages 7-16 
were reached through afterschool programs, 
classroom sessions, 4-H club meetings, and day 
camps. 80% of youth surveyed said that the 2019 
NYSD challenge made them more interested in 
science and coding, and 40% reported that they 
would like to have a job related to science.   
 
In addition, 70% of youth reported that NYSD helped 
them work as a team to solve science problems. 
National Youth Science Day- Game Changers has 
helped increase interest in science and also 
encouraged youth to problem solve as a team.  
 
Youth Comments 
“It (the NYSD challenge) was interesting because I 
learned how to code and to program a robot.” 
 
“The challenge was fun and made me understand 
computers a little bit more.” 
 
“Science day made me interested in using tech and 
to do things science related.” 
 
“I feel inspired to do science.” 
 

 
 
Primary Contact 
Lindsey Leker 
4-H Youth Development Specialist  
219 FLC- North Dakota State University 
701-231-7039 
lindsey.leker@ndsu.edu 
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Resource Link 
https://4-h.org/parents/national-youth-science-day/ 
 
* Lazio, R. & Ford, H. (2019, June 6). The U.S. 
needs to prepare workers for STEM jobs. Retrieved 
from https://www.shrm.org/hr-today/news/hr-
magazine/summer2019/pages/the-u.s.-needs-to-
prepare-workers-for-stem-jobs.aspx 
 
 

Public Value Statement: Exposure to the 4-H National Youth Science Day challenge increases 
interest in science and technology and introduces skills needed for STEM careers.  
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