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2020 Farm Bill Education 

The Situation 
In 2018 the new “Farm Bill” or Agriculture 
Improvement Act of 2018 was passed by the federal 
government. The new legislation allows landowners 
and operators to make several decisions which 
directly impact their profitability. One was whether to 
update payment yields and the other was which 
price support program to choose; the ARC 
(Agricultural Risk Coverage) or PLC (Price Loss 
Coverage) program. Operators and landowners 
need information and tools to assist with these 
decisions. 
 
Extension Response 
The NDSU Extension farm bill website was updated 
with news releases, PowerPoint, video 
presentations, and decision aid tools. Training was 
provided by NDSU and FSA specialists. Farm bill 
presentations were made to over 270 agricultural 
lenders, over 160 crop insurance agents and several 
farm business management instructors. In-service 
training was conducted for Extension agents on the 
use of the decision tools. Many county meetings 
were held for the public by the local Extension 
agents. NDSU Extension agents used the decision 
aid tools to provide one-on-one assistance to help 
landowners and operators better understand their 
farm bill options and hosted public meetings as well. 
Roughly 2000 producers were reached in this way 
by local Extension staff.   
 
Impacts 
Farm and ranch families contribute heavily to the 
rural economy. Without these families many areas of 
North Dakota would not survive. Maintaining 
profitable farms and ranches is important to the 
viability of rural ND. Part of this profitability has to do 
with utilizing government programs such as the farm 
bill. However, farm bill decisions are complicated 
and Farm Service Agency staff that administer the  

programs have limited options for helping their 
clients make decisions that will potentially provide 
much needed economic assistance. The results of 
showing producers how to use decision making tools 
greatly increased their confidence in their ability to 
make educated decisions. Providing awareness of 
available choices increased producer’s motivation to 
seek out reliable information.  
 
Feedback 
"After meeting at the Extension Office, I went home 
and practiced punching in different numbers to see 
different scenarios.” Ward County Producer 
 
“I had a good idea of how to enter the information 
but was worried that I would miss a step. This helps 
give me the confidence to trust my numbers and 
make the right decision." Barnes County Producer 
 
Primary Contact 
Ron Haugen, Farm Management Specialist 
NDSU Dept 7110, PO Box 6050,  
Fargo, ND 58108-6050 
701-231-8103 
ronald.haugen@ndsu.edu 
 

 
 
Collaborators 
NDSU County Extension Agents 
NDSU Farm Business Management team 
 
Resource Links 
www.ag.ndsu.edu/farmmanagement/farm-bill  
 

Public Value Statement 
Economically healthy farms and ranches are critical to sustainable and vibrant communities regardless of size 
across North Dakota. Informed decisions regarding the federal farm bill helps producers' profitability which in 
turn benefits our communities and the entire state. 

http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/farmmanagement/farm-bill

