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Income Tax Management for Ag Producers 

The Situation 
With income tax regulations always changing, it is 
important to disseminate the changes to the public, to 
both tax preparers and producers. The year 2020 was 
a year that included adapting to the pandemic, 
conducting virtual events and also tracking new 
regulations as a result of pandemic legislation.  
 
Extension Response 
An income tax webinar was conducted entitled 
Income Tax Management for Agricultural Producers. 
Intended audience were agricultural producers and 
income tax preparers in North Dakota (including 
participants bordering the state). The 3-hour webinar 
was held in December prior to income tax planning. 
Topics presented include: general income tax 
updates, depreciation, tax management upon 
retirement, various tax deductions, identity theft and 
breaches, net operating losses, like kind exchanges, 
drought forced livestock sales, deferred crop sales 
and the qualified business deduction (199A). 
 
New pandemic regulations were discussed. A myriad 
of tax changes due to the pandemic included in the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act 
(CARES Act), the Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) and other pandemic legislation. 
 
Zoom technology was used to “zoom” to participants 
at their individual sites with speakers presenting from 
various sites. A question and answer through Zoom 
was offered after each presenter.  
 
The objective was to educate attendees so they can 
be better informed about income taxes and be better 
tax preparers or farm managers.  
 
Impacts 
Attendance totaled 136 paid recipients. The 
demography was 71 percent tax preparers, 21 
percent producers and eight percent other attendees. 
Fifty-five percent of attendees were extremely 
satisfied with the workshop while 41 percent were 
moderately satisfied.  

Some attendees liked being able to participate from 
home or office and not having to travel. Others 
missed the personal experience. 
 
Tax preparer and producer needs were fulfilled from 
the information presented. Tax preparers would be 
able to prepare more accurate tax returns and the 
producers would be able to make better farm/ranch 
management decisions. 
 
Feedback 
“I do like the Q&A and that the topics are geared 
more for this area so content pertains more to our 
needs.”   

“Good presenters.” 

“Tied in well with what I discuss with clients regarding 
year end planning.” 

“Good range of topics and high-quality presenters.” 

“Very good presentations. Sitting in my easy chair for 
the presentations.” 
 
Primary Contact 
Ron Haugen 
Farm Management Specialist 
604 Barry Hall 
NDSU, Fargo, ND 58102 
701-231-8103 
ronald.haugen@ndsu.edu 
 
Collaborators 
Paulann Haakenson, Extension Information 
Processing Specialist  
 
Non-Extension Collaborators 
Alan Gregerson, Internal Revenue Service 
Rob Holcomb, University of Minnesota Extension 
Kelda Rerick, Haga Kommer, Ltd. 
Russ Tweiten, Ag Country Farm Credit Services  
 
 

Public Value Statement 
When producers and tax preparers are up to date on regulations it benefits the producer’s bottom line and 
benefits the tax preparer into doing a better job of tax preparation. 


