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Tackling Wheat Disease Issues in 2020 

The Situation 
Bacterial leaf streak, ergot and Fusarium head blight 
were the top three diseases for wheat producers in 
2020. Bacterial leaf streak can result in 20-40% yield 
loss on susceptible varieties. Ergot levels in 
harvested grain have led to severe discounts and 
rejections for some growers. Fusarium head blight 
can result in yield loss and reduction of grain quality. 
The issues surrounding these three diseases were 
common topics during the 2020 meeting season, 
and updated management information was 
effectively presented across the state.   
 
Extension Response 
State specialists, off-campus specialists, and county 
agents hosted (in-person or virtually) Extension 
events across the state in 2020. Information 
pertaining to bacterial leaf streak, ergot and 
Fusarium head blight was delivered 16 times at a 
variety of venues including Best of the Best 
meetings, County Ag Improvement meetings, virtual 
field days, virtual commodity updates, and a training 
event for NDSU Extension Agents. Extension also 
provided timely updates during the growing season 
by writing nine Crop and Pest Reports and 
conducting seven radio interviews directly pertaining 
to these three diseases. 
 
Impacts 
To help document the impact of information received 
on these three diseases, survey results from two 
heavily attended Best of the Best East meetings will 
be used. Combining (averaging) results from both 
meetings 49% of the audience learned something 
new and useful, and 37% of the audience indicated 
they gained important insight and information that 
they will apply to their operation and job. 
 
Feedback 
“We need solutions to timely issues, not generalities. 
Friskop provided solutions on picking varieties and 
when to spray fungicide.” 
 

“After talking with research extension agents from 
two different counties, I was given Andrew Friskop’s 
name for possible NDSU research into ergot 
susceptible wheat varieties. So far, we have come 
up with five varieties to avoid planting for 2021.  I 
appreciate his help and value NDSU research in our 
planting decisions.” 
 

Primary Contact 
Andrew Friskop 
Extension Cereal Plant Pathologist 
Walster Hall 303 NDSU Campus 
701.231.7627 
andrew.j.friskop@ndsu.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collaborators 
Joel Ransom, Ryan Buetow, and Naeem Kalwar 
 
Non-Extension Collaborators 
Andrew Green (NDSU Plant Sciences) and LeAnn 
Lux (Graduate Student NDSU Plant Pathology) 
 
Resource Links 
Fusarium Head Blight Video: https://bit.ly/3sZ8zhf 

Bacterial Leaf Streak Video: https://bit.ly/2KYY78s 

Public Value Statement 
Diseases continue to be one of the greatest limiting factors for wheat production resulting in direct losses (i.e.: 
growers’ earnings) and indirect losses (i.e.: less money spent to support local businesses) for North Dakota. 
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