
 

County commissions, North Dakota State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating. North Dakota State University does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, disability, 
gender expression/identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, public assistance status, sex, sexual orientation, status as a U.S. veteran, race or religion. Direct inquiries to the 
Vice President for Equity, Diversity and Global Outreach, 205 Old Main, (701) 231-7708. This publication will be made available in alternative formats for people with disabilities upon request, 
(701) 231-7881. 2/23/21 

Conserving Pollinators in the Garden 

The Situation 
Native pollinator and beneficial insect populations 
have been in decline for years across North Dakota 
and the country. This has been the trend resulting 
from high use of pesticides in horticultural and ag 
related settings. Therefore, there is a need to 
promote diverse horticultural settings and promote 
the planting of native plants to protect beneficial 
insect populations.  
 
Extension Response 
During the 2020 season, NDSU Extension 
responded by offering both in-person (pre-COVID) 
and online (post COVID) sessions (i.e., Spring Fever 
sessions led by Dr Tom Kalb) geared to educating 
gardeners on beneficial insect identification, garden 
conservation practices, and proper IPM garden 
techniques that could be used to protect those 
populations. This included tactics such as planting 
native plants in garden and landscaping sites, the 
use of cultural control tactics to diminish pest insect 
populations, and the building and use of pollinator 
houses/condos.  
 
Impacts 
Since the completion of these sessions, participants 
have become more interested with what is in their 
gardens. Some gardeners can call out beneficial 
insects by name whereas they used to just want that 
insect gone. Some are now planting border strips of 
native plants around their gardens, thus providing 
more shelters and additional food sources for 
beneficials. Additionally, they are now purchasing 
other native insects, such as lace wings and lady 
bugs, to combat populations of pest insects rather 
than relying on chemical applications. As noted by a 
Spring Fever participant from the Watford City area, 
she really connected with the addition of placing 
pollinator houses in her garden.  
 
 
 

Feedback 
“Your Spring Fever talk generated much discussion 
in the area (Watford City). It was well received.”  
– Marcia Hellandsaas, NDSU FCW Agent McKenzie 
County during a planning call for the Good Bugs 
Workshop 
 
“I love Extension – I love what Extension offers and 
am always willing to contribute back if I can.”  
– Tom Wheeler, Williams County Farmer on a call 
discussing the IPM Survey and Pollinators. 

On left, an example of a flower 
border used near gardens to 
promote pollinator populations.  

On right, an example of a pollinator garden with a 
pollinator hotel at the back, center of the garden.  
Photo courtesy of Kathryn Torkelson. 
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Public Value Statement 
Diverse habitats and cultural practices within the garden can help promote beneficial insect populations and 
contribute to the overall beauty and yield of your garden. Education to gardeners on the benefits of beneficial 
insects and their contributions can strengthen the relationship between gardeners and insects, thus better 
using them to their advantage.  


