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Soil Health Café Talks 
Crop and Livestock Focused small group meetings

The Situation 
Soil health is an important topic with information that 
sometimes conflicts. This information is often 
conveyed during organized meetings and other 
digital outlets like social media. The concept of this 
one-way “information transfer” is different from the 
concept of “discussion”. Most of us learn from 
interactions or discussions – where both sides 
share information along with personal experiences and 
receive information through a conversation. Having an 
opportunity for discussion and how soil health 
concepts can be put into practice on unique farms and 
ranches is an important piece for transformational 
education. Producers and NDSU Extension personnel 
learn in this manner.  Discussions also lead to 
personal connections and future collaborations for 
research and Extension activities.  
 
Extension Response 
The NDSU Soil Health Café Talks were originally 
developed to facilitate discussions in a casual 
atmosphere such as at the local shop or café. This 
environment creates the opportunity to ask questions 
and share ideas and tap into the minds of multiple 
people with differing perspectives. A cross-discipline 
group of NDSU specialists joined together to offer 
these café talks in multiple counties in collaboration 
with local Extension agents. Agents could choose a 
more crop or livestock focused discussion. McIntosh 
County hosted both a crop and a livestock focused 
Café Talk in early 2020.  
 
Impacts 
The 2020 Café Talks held in McIntosh County reached 
34 producers and consultants in the area. NDSU 
specialists shared information and research related to 
soil health. Attendees asked practical questions and 
shared ideas of incorporating soil health practices on 
their farms and ranches. All discussed areas where 
more research was needed. 
 

Feedback 
Producers in attendance at the crop focused Café Talk 
were asked to write down one thing they learned or 
intended to put into practice.  
• Try some rye for cover crop, weed suppression 

and/or in saline spots (5 responses).   
• 60-inch corn. Try a soybean population trial.  
• Try more full-season cover crops and graze them.  
• Find a way to incorporate cover crops into my 

rotation.  
• Nitrogen timing in corn; corn side-dress liquid vs. 

spread. Economics of fungicide timing and 
applications on corn.  

• Not use ‘P’ on soybeans.  
• Don’t need to apply sulfur to high pH fields.  
 

Primary Contact 
Crystal Schaunaman 
NDSU Extension – McIntosh County 
P.O. Box 200, Ashley ND  58413 
701-288-5180; crystal.schaunaman@ndsu.edu 

 

 
 

Collaborators 
Emily Leier, Emmons County Extension 
Sheldon Gerhardt, Logan County Extension 
NDSU Extension Soil Health team 

Public Value Statement 
The Soil Health Café Talks create opportunities for producers with similar interests to interact and elevate their 
farming and ranching practices while facilitating cross-discipline discussions of NDSU researchers resulting in 
future research project development for the betterment of agriculture and society.  


