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Emerald Ash Borer 
Training Continues and Preparations Intensify 

The Situation 
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is a highly destructive 
insect pest of ash trees, killing >99% of the trees it 
attacks. Though the insect has not been found in 
North Dakota yet, we still have the opportunity to plan 
and prepare. It will likely be devastating to forest 
resources in North Dakota, as green ash makes up 
the majority of trees. On average, more than 40% of 
the urban forest trees in North Dakota are green ash; 
in some communities that number is as high as 80%. 
 
Extension Response 
Preparations for EAB have been steadily ongoing for 
many years, but were intensified in 2019. In 
cooperation with the North Dakota Forest Service and 
the North Dakota Department of Agriculture, several 
training events were held. We taught three face-to-
face training sessions for Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) personnel in March, 
followed by an on-site visit to an EAB-infested area 
near the Twin Cities in April. Participants were trained 
on EAB biology, potential treatments, likely regulatory 
response, and ash-replacement species. A hands-on 
exercise focusing on searching for insects beneath 
the bark was especially useful. In October two 
additional workshops were held for municipal forestry 
personnel from throughout the state. 
 
Impacts 
Together, these events trained 130 natural resources 
professionals. More than 90% of respondents listed 
the training sessions ‘Good’ or ‘Very Good’. When 
asked how they planned to use the knowledge gained 
from the training, participants most-often listed 
identifying the signs and symptoms of EAB while in 
the field. However, several people discussed creating 
or adjusting an EAB management plan, or working 
with Tree Boards and other stakeholders to build 
support for EAB preparations. Three months later, 
several participants were already putting those plans 
into action, as seen below. 
 

Feedback 
“Educating public and Towner, Granville, Velva, and 
Drake communities on where EAB is now. Promoting 
diversity!” 
-EAB workshop participant, Bismarck 
 
“Started a tree inventory within the school district. 
Coming up with a plan to replace ash trees within the 
district over time.” 
-EAB workshop participant from West Fargo 
 
“I'm hoping to take a proactive approach to EAB vs. 
reactive.” 
- Mandan City Forester 
 
Primary Contact 
Joe Zeleznik, Forestry Specialist 
212 Walster Hall – NDSU 
701-231-8143 
joseph.zeleznik@ndsu.edu 
 

 
Participants team up in the hands-on log peeling 
exercise during an Emerald Ash Borer detection 
workshop in Bismarck, ND. 
 

Non-Extension Collaborators 
Lezlee Johnson, North Dakota Forest Service 
Charles Elhard, North Dakota Department of 
Agriculture 

Public Value Statement 
People love trees, but our urban forest is vulnerable to invasive pests! Diversification of tree species, along 
with planning and preparation, makes urban forests more resilient. 
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