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Soil Sense Podcast Shares Soil Health Collaborations

The Situation 
Farmers are searching for science-based, alongside 
experiential, information about soil health. They want 
the low risk associated with the university studied 
approaches, but they also want the innovation and 
guidance from other farmers using soil health 
building practices. This has led to a significant and 
unique collaboration amongst farmers, consultants, 
researchers and Extension in North Dakota where 
soil health isn’t about the prescription, but rather the 
pursuit. Getting this information from multiple 
sources in the hands of those who need it is where 
the Soil Sense Podcast is highly effective.   
 
Extension Response 
Let’s paint a picture of how the Soil Sense Podcast 
was developed. Imagine riding around in a tractor 
with a farmer, talking about what they do during 
countless hours in equipment planting, protecting 
and harvesting crops. What do they listen to — is it 
music, talk radio or podcasts? Well, for many, it’s 
podcasts. Add another piece to the puzzle — a 
nationally recognized podcast host, Tim Hammerich 
from the Future of Agriculture, develops an interest 
in the soil health approaches being used in North 
Dakota. And thus, the 16 episode Soil Sense 
Podcast was born! 
 
Doing a podcast alone still presents several missed 
opportunities. Linking additional resources, like 
NDSU YouTube videos sharing research and on-
farm examples, online web calculators and follow-up 
websites through a highly interactive webpage 
(NDsoilsense.com) is how we continue to expand 
upon information availability. We then promote that 
information using high quality graphics shared 
through social media and listservs. 
 
Impacts   
Since the release of the podcast on August 1, 2019, 
there have been over 11,000 plays from across the 
world. There has also been significant interaction via 
social media and increased viewing of NDSU soil 
health videos. This has led to the recording of a 
second series to be released in 2020. 

 
 
Feedback 
“Sitting in the packing tractor may not be the most 
exciting job but I’ve had two days to catch up on the 
#soilsense podcast. It’s a great series, and been fun 
to listen to. It has my 5 stars on the podcast app!”  
–Twitter post, Extension professional 
 
“I have loved learning about #soilhealth & how it is 
affected by tilling, herbicides, weather and 
#covercrops on the Soil Sense podcast through 
@NDSU and @NDSUsoilhealth”  
– Twitter, social media influencer with over 21,000 
followers 
 
Primary Contact 
Dr. Abbey Wick 
Associate Professor/Soil Health Specialist 
PO Box 6050, Dept 7680, Fargo, ND  58108  
701-850-6458 (cell); abbey.wick@ndsu.edu  
 
Non-Extension Collaborators 
Tim Hammerich, Future of Agriculture (host); North 
Dakota Corn Council (funding); farmers, consultants 
 
Resource Links 
NDsoilsense.com (direct link to podcast) 
 
 
 

Public Value Statement 
The Soil Sense podcast highlights the unique way farmers, consultants, researchers and Extension are 
working together to advance soil health in North Dakota. 
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