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Renewing Pesticide Certifications Via Webinars

The Situation 
The general public demands that people who use 
pesticide do so in a responsible manner. Thus, each 
year, thousands of farmers, ranchers and 
professional pesticide applicators participate in 
trainings designed to help them apply pesticides 
properly. Currently, North Dakota has 11,533 
certified private applicators and 6,142 certified 
professional applicators. In 2019, 220 certification 
trainings were held statewide to renew 2,422 private 
certifications and 1,842 professional certifications. 
The majority of these trainings were conducted face 
to face in community halls and meeting rooms 
throughout the state. However, staffing shortages in 
11 counties meant that hundreds of applicators 
would be faced with renewing their certificates via 
examination or traveling significant distances to 
participate in trainings. In response, the NDSU 
Pesticide Program employed new technology to 
meet this need.  
 
Extension Response 
Traditionally, county agents and state specialists 
conduct pesticide certification trainings in all 
counties. When vacancies occur, agents from 
surrounding counties often conduct additional 
trainings to meet applicator needs. However, this 
became difficult to accomplish in 2019 because 
agents were spread too thin. So, webinars were 
used to supplement face to face live events. The 
advantage to this approach was that a single trainer 
could cover dozens of locations simultaneously. In 
February and March, two webinars were broadcast 
from Fargo to 23 different locations.  
 
Impacts 
By using high quality audio and video via the 
internet, applicators were able to obtain state 
mandated training in all counties; 283 private 
applicators participated at 18 different sites. This 
allowed farmers and ranchers to minimize travel time 
to trainings and avoid taking exams. These webinars 
contained demonstrations and briefings on pesticide 
safety, pest management, weather monitoring, 
application technology and pesticide regulation.  

 
Thanks to this format, participants were able to meet 
legal requirements and obtain critical information to 
assist them in their application decisions.  
 
Feedback 
Participants in the February and March events 
appreciated the convenience and quality of the 
trainings. In response, two additional trainings were 
held in the late fall. They were targeted towards 
applicators that overwinter in southern states. These 
applicators would have missed face to face trainings 
and would have had to take exams to renew their 
certificates. Eighty-four applicators were able to 
participate. 
 
Primary Contact 
Andrew A. Thostenson 
Pesticide Program Specialist 
Van ES Hall, Room 170, NDSU Campus, Fargo, 
North Dakota 58108-6050 
701-231-8050 
Andrew.Thostenson@ndsu.edu  
 
Andrew Thostenson, Pesticide Program Specialist, 
show cases a weather meter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Resource Links 
This link is to an archive of one of these trainings:  
https://tinyurl.com/NDSU-Pesticide-2019-Archive  

Public Value Statement 
Competent pesticide applicators keep the food supply safe and the environment healthy. 
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