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Extension Master Gardener Program 
Serving North Dakota Communities 

The Situation 
As North Dakota’s population expands, the demand 
for horticultural information and services continues 
to grow. This demand cannot be met by Extension 
agents alone. The Master Gardener Program was 
created to enhance NDSU Extension’s horticultural 
outreach into communities across the state.  
 
Extension Response 
Each year, NDSU Extension offers a 40-hour Master 
Gardener core course to train new interns. The 
course covers a wide variety of topics such as 
botany, flowering plants, trees, shrubs, soils, plant 
pathology, entomology, lawns, fruits, vegetable 
production and problem diagnosis. In exchange for 
this education, Master Gardener interns agree to 
volunteer in cooperation with NDSU Extension in 
communities around the state. To become certified 
Master Gardeners, interns must complete 48 hours 
of volunteer service over two years. Certified Master 
Gardeners must then volunteer 20 hours per year 
and take 10 hours of continuing education to 
maintain their certification. 
 
Impacts 
Master Gardeners use their education to volunteer in 
their communities. They answer gardening 
questions in Extension offices, organize horticultural 
workshops, give talks and demonstrations, grow 
food for the pantries, and teach children the joys of 
gardening. Other Master Gardeners beautify the 
state by designing and maintaining community, 
school and church gardens. Special statewide 
projects include designing and maintaining pollinator 
gardens to teach the public about pollinator habitat 
conservation. Public institutions such as zoos, 
historical sites and museums also greatly benefit 
from the generosity of Master Gardeners. 
In 2019, 204 Master Gardener interns and 
volunteers in 32 counties volunteered a total of 
11,957 hours. Using a commonly used formula for 

valuing volunteer hours, Master Gardeners 
contributed $308,132 in horticultural services to 
North Dakota. 
 
In addition to their time and labor, Master Gardeners 
across the state grew 7,229 pounds of fresh fruits 
and vegetables for donation to local food pantries. In 
a separate initiative, Master Gardeners from Cass 
and Clay Counties collected 7,205 pounds of fresh 
produce from the general public for delivery to the 
Fargo Emergency Food Pantry and the Dorothy Day 
House in Moorhead. 
 
Primary Contact 
Esther McGinnis 
Extension Horticulturist 
Department of Plant Sciences 
NDSU Dept. 7670 
PO Box 6050 
Fargo, ND 58108-6050 
701-231-7971 
Esther.mcginnis@ndsu.edu  
 
 

 
 
Sources: Independent Sector’s Value of Volunteer 
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Public Value Statement 
Extension Master Gardener Program service projects beautify our communities, feed the hungry, educate youth, 
conserve natural resources, and answer consumer gardening questions.  
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