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Leading A Public-Private Partnership 
to Fight Soybean Cyst Nematode           

The Situation 
Soybean Cyst Nematode (SCN) causes more yield 
loss to soybeans than any other disease in the 
United States. SCN continues to spread in North 
Dakota, and is slowly adapting to the genetic 
resistance used in approximately 95% of the 
soybean in the US. Simultaneously, the majority of 
growers are unaware of the erosion of this critical 
disease management tool. The situation is too large 
and complex for one organization to address alone. 
Without intervention, yield losses to SCN will 
continue to increase.  
 
Extension Response 
NDSU Extension leads a national public-private 
partnership whose mission is to address the SCN 
crisis, known as ‘The SCN Coalition’. Launched in 
2018, the SCN Coalition includes dozens of 
Universities, companies, and soybean checkoff 
organizations. To date, over $2.5M has been 
committed by soybean checkoff and private industry 
partners and an additional $2.5M (est.) in in-kind 
support has been garnered to fund the SCN 
Coalition. 
 
Impacts 
Since the 2018 (February) launch and January 
2020, the SCN Coalition has: 
• 429 national article mentions 
• 16.4% share of the national ‘SCN’ discussion 
• 18.2 M potential impressions 
• Embedded itself in the nation’s largest outdoor 

and indoor farm shows. 
• Worked with media partners to deliver a special 

edition 32-page insert in the Corn+Soybean 
Digest to 113,000 growers’ mailboxes. 

• Been awarded the Best of NAMA Award for 
Overall Public Relations Program.  NAMA is the 
largest agri-marketing organization in the US.  

 
 

      The Public-Private Partnership  

A Model Public-Private Partnership in Extension 
 
The SCN Coalition is recognized as a model for the 
synergistic impact that public-private partnerships 
have when all parties have ‘skin in the game’. 
 
Primary Contact 
Sam Markell 
Extension Plant Pathologist and Professor 
Department of Plant Pathology 
(701) 231-8362 
samuel.markell@ndsu.edu  
 
Resource Links 
www.theSCNCoalition.com 
@theSCNCoalition 
 

Public Value Statement 
Protecting soybeans from new and emerging diseases helps protect the nation’s food supply, keeps more 
money in hands of North Dakota growers and strengthens our local economy. 
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