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Gardeners Learn from NDSU Researchers 
in Live, Online Forums 

The Situation 
North Dakota State University (NDSU) is the leading 
horticulture research institution in the state. Its 
researchers generate science-based information 
and have expertise that is useful to gardeners. The 
internet has opened new opportunities for 
researchers to share this information. 
 
Extension Response 
The Spring Fever Garden Forums gave North 
Dakotans direct access to researchers of NDSU. 
Experts shared information on selecting superior 
vegetable varieties, growing tomatoes and berries, 
pruning shrubs, maintaining soil fertility, selecting 
and caring for trees, mowing lawns, attracting native 
bees, and more.  
 
Sessions were held on four Monday evenings from 
March 25 to April 15, 2019. The online program was 
delivered to approximately 600 gardeners at 26 
Extension offices and other meeting sites across 
North Dakota. Approximately 150 people 
participated in the forums via their home computers. 
 
Presentations were later uploaded on YouTube and 
watched by 1,230 viewers in 2019.  
 
Impacts 
The forums successfully delivered quality 
information to gardeners across the state. A survey 
of home-based participants and the participants at 
13 Extension offices showed: 

• 100% of gardeners stated the forums 
provided information that was useful. 

• 99% of gardeners provided at least one 
specific example of how they will use this 
information to change and improve their 
gardening practices.   

 
Presentations were made at a studio on campus. 
 
• Participants were extremely satisfied with the 

quality and usefulness of the presentations. 
Using a scale of 1 to 5 (1 = Very Dissatisfied 
and 5 = Very Satisfied), the mean and median 
scores for the 12 presentations combined were 
4.39 and 5.00, respectively. 

 
Feedback 
“This is practical information we can all use.” 
“Now I feel very prepared for the upcoming season.” 
 
Primary Contact 
Tom Kalb, Ph.D., Extension Horticulturist 
2718 Gateway Ave., Suite 304 
Bismarck, ND  58503 
701.328.9722 
tom.kalb@ndsu.edu  
 
Collaborators 
Bob Bertsch of Agriculture Communication was 
instrumental in the production of the forums. 
Numerous specialists made presentations, and 
County Agents across the state hosted the event.  
 
Resource Link 
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/springfever/  
 

Public Value Statement 
Increasing access to science-based information will lead to gardening practices that contribute to a 
sustainable environment, abundant harvests and healthier diets.   
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