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Market Facilitation Program

The Situation 
The Farm Service Agency conducted the market 
facilitation program (MFP) in the fall of 2018 and 
spring of 2019 to counteract Chinese tariffs. 
Soybeans were affected by the tariffs more than any 
other crop. It was calculated by the USDA that a 
relief payment of $1.65 per bushel on harvested 
production would be available. The deadline to 
report harvested production was May 1, 2019. The 
rule was: the commodity must be harvested to 
collect the payments. 
 
Nearing May 1, 2019 there were still unharvested 
soybean fields in the state due to the early and long 
winter of 2018-19. The spring of 2019 brought wet 
ground conditions to most areas in the state. The 
soybeans amazingly survived the harsh North 
Dakota winter and could be harvested when ground 
conditions dried, this would unfortunately be after 
May 1.   
 
 
Extension Response 
Before May 1, the state FSA office was contacted to 
see if the deadline would be extended; they had no 
directive to do so. Next, North Dakota U.S. Sen. 
Hoeven’s office was contacted. Tom Brusegaard, 
Sen. Hoeven’s aide, was made aware of the 
situation and wanted to know how many acres were 
left. It would be a rough guess at best to determine 
how many acres were left, but we would try to find 
out.  Crop insurance agents in the area were 
contacted. Extension agents in the problem areas 
were contacted. All were quick to respond, and we 
came up with a rough guess of about 20,000 acres 
yet to be harvested. Sen. Hoeven’s office was 
informed and Sen. Hoeven requested an extension 
from the Secretary of Agriculture, Sonny Perdue. 
The USDA extended the date to May 17. We got 
rain and cold weather during the first two weeks in 
May and some harvesting was done, but producers 
were up against another deadline. The date was 
then extended again to May 31. 
 

  
Impacts 
In this exceptional situation in North Dakota, it was 
great that we could be flexible to help producers.  
 
The best guess was 20,000 acres of soybeans were 
spring harvested. At an average yield of 40 bushels 
per acre times $1.65 per bushel, it would be a 
$1,320,000 into producers’ pockets and influx into 
the economy. 
 
 
Feedback 
Producer comment: “I received an additional $7,500 
in MFP soybean payments harvesting after May 1.” 
 
 
Primary Contact 
Ron Haugen  
Farm Management Specialist 
604 Barry Hall NDSU 
Fargo, ND 58102 
701-231-8103 
ronald.haugen@ndsu.edu  
 
 
Collaborators 
County agents involved: Randy Grueneich, Kyle 
Aasand, Anitha Chirumamilla, Carrie Knutson,  
Katelyn Hain, Samantha Lahman, Brian Zimprich, 
Chandra Langseth, Melissa Seykora, , Angie 
Johnson, Alyssa Scheve, Brad Brummond,  Scott 
Knoke, Sara Clemens, Elizabeth Burdolski,  Breana 
Kiser, Tim Becker, Emily Trzpuc, Penny Nester, 
Julianne Racine, Sheldon Gerhardt, Rachel Wald, 
Crystal Schaunaman, Yoland Schmidt, Bill Hodous, 
LoAyne Voigt, Mark Miller, Nicole Wardner, Alicia 
Harstad, Lindy Berg, Paige Brummund, Lindsay 
Maddock 
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Public Value Statement 
More money for famers can make them better stewards of the land, which benefits society in general. 
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