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Energizing Entrepreneurs 
An Entrepreneurship conference for rural entrepreneurs 

The Situation 
Rural communities across North Dakota are faced 
with the closing of many main street businesses. The 
retail sector looks different than it ever has. When 
local businesses close, it affects not only the tax base 
but the social fabric of a community that leaves empty 
store fronts on main street. 
 
Extension Response 
This effort brought two-day conferences and 
resources in Oakes and Garrison, ND to rural 
residents with the goal to educate and inspire 
individuals to start their own business in the 
community where they reside. Successful 
entrepreneurs served as keynote speakers and 
breakout sessions were held in local main street 
businesses. Participants could see a main street 
business firsthand, while hearing the unique real-life 
challenges on how to make a business successful in 
a rural community. 
 
Impacts 
This conference connected individuals who are 
interested in starting a business with successful 
entrepreneurs as well and state agencies with 
resources to help them get started. The conference 
also showcased an entrepreneur friendly rural 
community while exposing “outsiders” to the many 
successful businesses the town had to offer.  
 
The results of the evaluation included: 
 
• 42% of participants had high optimism regarding 

possibilities for entrepreneurship in rural ND 
AFTER attending the conference. 

 
• 80% of participants reported a high level of 

optimism regarding possibilities for 
entrepreneurship in rural ND after attending the 
conference. 

 
 
 

Feedback 
“I came away with so many ideas and things that I 
should be thinking about going forward. I was 
overwhelmed (in a good way) with the information 
and programs that are available to small business 
within ND.” 

“Networking with entrepreneurs and partners. 
Learning about creative ways communities approach 
entrepreneurship. Holding the sessions in 
businesses/community facilities was a unique way to 
explore Garrison.” 

“Keep doing this conference - what a positive way to 
promote rural ND and the pride people have in their 
communities and businesses.” 
 
Primary Contact 
Jodi Bruns 
Leadership and Civic Engagement Specialist 
PO Box 40, 309 2nd St N, Ellendale ND 58436 
701-349-3249 ext. 127 
jodi.bruns@ndsu.edu 

 
Non-Extension Collaborators 
Emily Ptacek- Oakes Chamber of Commerce Director 
(former) 

Lindsay Bofenkamp, Coordinator 
Garrison Area Improvement Association 
 
Resource Links 
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/lead/civic-engagement-
programs/energizing-entrepreneurs/energizing-
entrepreneurs  

Public Value Statement 
Resources on entrepreneurship and firsthand connections with successful entrepreneurs can help develop 
business ideas and expand the workforce.  
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