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Preventing the Spread of Palmer Amaranth 

The Situation 
It has been said that Palmer Amaranth is the “Satan 
of weeds” due to prolific spread, significant and 
devasting losses, and very limited options to fight it 
once it is found. It has appeared in five different 
counties in ND in 2018. The threat of this noxious 
weed spreading into Cavalier County came to as 
close as Benson County. Palmer was feared to 
become a ‘game changer’ as it shifts the dynamics 
and cost of weed management significantly. Palmer, 
being a close relative of other common pigweeds, is 
difficult to differentiate from other species. Education 
and awareness on identification of this weed has 
been very crucial in preventing the rapid spread in 
ND.  
 

Extension Response 
Information about Palmer was presented to various 
clientele of Cavalier County through pesticide 
trainings, crop meetings, news columns, Ag alerts, 
radio, Facebook, and personal communications. A 
total of 250 people attended the trainings and 
meetings in 2018 and 2019. Participants and 
clientele were educated on the following topics:  

• identification of Palmer seedlings and flowering 
stages, 

• biology and spreading potential, 

• herbicide resistance, and 

• the importance of early detection and prevention 
 

Impacts 
A survey was conducted after the trainings and 
meetings to measure the impact of education on 
Palmer. A total of 194 surveys were collected during 
2018 and 2019. 

• 95% of the survey respondents felt that they 
gained important and useful information about 
identifying palmer at early and reproductive 
stages.  

• 84% of them responded that after participation, 
the information helped them realize the 
competitiveness of Palmer and how difficult it is 
to control. 

• 89% of the participants said that their knowledge 
of preventative measures of Palmer was 
significantly increased after the presentation.  

 

Feedback 

• I will be more vigilant in scouting for Palmer and 
Waterhemp and am better prepared to make 
accurate I.D. of the weeds. 

• It all begins with education/information taken 
upon to develop a management plan. 

• I have a Healthy fear of Palmer now. 
Approximately 20 requests (since 2018) have been 
received by the NDSU Extension office in Cavalier 
County.  The calls are from farmers and community 
members about the suspicion of Palmer. Each were 
addressed through field checks, samples brought to 
the office and pictures. All of them were negative.  
 

Contact 
Anitha Chirumamilla 
Extension Agent Ag & Natural Resources 
901 3rd St Suite 7, Langdon, ND 58249 
70-256-2560; anitha.chirumamilla@ndsu.edu 
 

 
 

Public Value Statement 
Palmer Amaranth was declared a noxious weed in ND. Since its first identification in 2018, it has spread to a 
few more counties. ND farmers are facing the challenge of preventing the spread of this weed which poses a 
severe threat to agriculture in North Dakota.   
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