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Agricultural Lenders Outlook Conference 

The Situation 
Agriculture in the Northern Plains is a very dynamic 
and rapidly changing industry. There is a need to 
provide annual educational programming to help 
agricultural lenders understand the implications of 
the rapidly changing economic environment. The 
agricultural lending community is also experiencing 
a considerable increase in the number of young 
professionals due to the expansion of financial 
institutions and the retirement of experienced loan 
officers.   
 
Extension Response 
In 2018, ag lender conferences were held in Grand 
Forks, Minot, Bismarck and Fargo.  Key topics 
covered during the conference included a review of 
farm financial performance, an analysis of the 
macro-economic factors impacting agriculture, a 
review of land values and lease rates, an overview 
of biofuels and energy market dynamics, a review of 
farm bill revisions, an analysis of crop and livestock 
market conditions and an audience poll of 
expectations for 2019 loan renewal issues. 
 
Impacts 
A total of 383 ag lending professionals attended the 
2018 conference.  Of these, 281 were from North 
Dakota, 97 from Minnesota, three from South 
Dakota and one from Texas.  Attendees 
represented commercial banks, credit unions, Farm 
Credit Services, USDA-Farm Service Agency, North 
Dakota and Minnesota Farm Business Management 
instructors, NDSU Extension agents, and crop 
insurance agents.  Of evaluation respondents, 
100% those attending indicated they were either 
likely or very likely to use the crop market update, 
95% were either likely or very likely to use the farm 
financial information, 91% were likely or very likely 
to use the land value information and 82% were 
likely or very likely to use the farm bill information. 
 
 

Feedback 
Attendee feedback included: 

• “I look at NDSU Extension as a non-biased 
source of information, so information from 
here is deemed worthy.” 

• “It focuses on the cause of the issue, not just 
the headlines that everyone hears and talks 
about.” 

• “It means more because you focus on N.D. 
agriculture and do so in a great job with the 
numbers from different regions in the state.” 

• “It was delivered in a manner of fact that was 
easy to understand.  Sometimes these topics 
are difficult to understand from other sources.” 

• “It’s a nice update on lots of topics that our 
customers frequently ask about.” 

• “The outlook conference boils it down to 
what’s important to us.  Most meaningful 
conference.” 

• “I feel like each speaker is an expert in their 
topics.” 

 
Primary Contact 
Frayne Olson, PhD 
Crop Economist/Marketing Specialist 
NDSU Dept. 7110, P.O. Box 6050 
Fargo, ND  58108-6050 
701-231-7377 
frayne.olson@ndsu.edu 
 
Collaborators 
Dr. Bryon Parman 
Mr. Tim Petry 
Dr. David Ripplinger 
Mr. Andrew Swenson 
 
Resource Links 
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/farmmanagement 

Public Value Statement 
Financially strong farm and ranch operations adds to North Dakota’s economic base and enhances the 
viability of the state’s communities. 
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