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Leading A National Coalition to Fight SCN 

The Situation 
Soybean Cyst Nematode causes more yield loss to 
soybeans than any other disease or pest in the 
nation. Yield losses nationally exceed $1B dollars, 
and that is likely to increase. The nematode is 
spreading through North Dakota, and critically, it is 
also overcoming genetic resistance in much of the 
U.S.  The situation is too big and too complex for 
any single company, university or checkoff 
organization to address alone, and growers are 
largely unaware of the impending disaster. 
 
Extension Response 
In late 2015, the concept of an ‘SCN Coalition’, a 
public-private partnership to battle SCN, was 
developed with NDSU leading the effort. Initial 
financial support was secured from the North Central 
Soybean Research Program (NCSRP) and 
Syngenta, and by 2018, the SCN Coalition had 
grown to include a half dozen corporate partners, 
two dozen Universities, the NCSRP, the United 
Soybean Board (USB) and other soybean checkoff 
organizations. With direct financial support from the 
soybean checkoff and corporate partners exceeding 
$2M, the SCN Coalition was launched in 2018.  
 
Impacts and Outputs 
• www.theSCNCoalition.com launched in 

February, with grower testimonials, videos, 
training materials, and state-specific 
recommendations.  

• A 32-page informational SCN insert – paid for 
entirely by corporate partners – in the December 
2018 Corn+Soybean Digest magazine was 
delivered to 113,000 growers’ mailboxes.  

• Media outreach efforts (no paid advertising) led 
to online, print and radio coverage of the 
Coalition in 2018 topping 11.7M 

• National exposure across the U.S.; via a booth, 
press conference and What’s New session at 
Commodity Classic, and embedding SCN 
Coalition leaders in partners’ tents at Farm 
Progress Show, twitter @theSCNCoalition.  

 
 
Future of the SCN Coalition 
The SCN Coalition is one of the largest national 
programs ever lead by NDSU Extension, and is 
recognized as a model for the impact that public-
private partnerships have when all partners have 
‘skin in the game’. The SCN Coalition is expanding; 
additional corporate partners are being recruited, 
space is secured in national trade shows, media 
activities will expand and increased support from 
corporate partners is anticipated.  
 
SCN Coalition Partners: 
Corporate Partners: BASF, Bayer CropScience, 
Corn+Soybean Digest, Pioneer, Growmark, 
Syngenta, Winfield Solutions.  
National Soybean Checkoff: North Central 
Soybean Research Program, United Soybean Board 
State Soybean Checkoff: North Dakota Soybean 
Council + many nationally and one Canadian 
Universities: Two dozen Land Grant Universities in 
soybean producing states, with NDSU leading. 
 
Primary Contact 
Sam Markell 
Extension Plant Pathologist and Professor 
Department of Plant Pathology 
(701) 231-8362:  samuel.markell@ndsu.edu 
 
Resources 
www.theSCNCoalition.com 
@theSCNCoalition 

Public Value Statement 
Protecting soybeans from new and emerging diseases helps protect the nation’s food supply, keeps more 
money in North Dakota farmers’ hands and strengthens our local economy. 
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