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Cover Crop Education 

The Situation 
The objectives of the project “A novel management 
approach to increase productivity, resilience, and 
long-term sustainability of cropping systems in the 
northern Great Plains” is to increase awareness and 
adoption of sustainable management practices for 
long-term increased productivity in North Dakota. 
Our working hypothesis is that our on-farm 
replicated trials and demonstrations, economic 
analyses, and extension activities including field 
days and workshops will increase awareness of the 
benefits of diverse cropping systems, resulting in 
increased adoption of sustainable practices by 
growers. 
 
Extension Response 
NDSU Extension organized two, one-day cover crop 
workshops in Havana, ND (Aug. 15, 2017, 98 
participants) and Fargo, ND (Sept. 26, 2017, 71 
participants) and a fact sheet on winter camelina 
was developed http://www.cropsyscap.org/links-of-
interest/winter-camelina-fact-sheet. 
 
Impacts 
Fifty-eight percent of both workshop participants 
indicated that they learned something new and 
useful and 17 percent gained important insight and 
information that will be applied in their farming 
operation/ or will be recommended to clients. Of the 
participants, 38 percent indicated that they will try to 
interseed a cover crop in their corn and 27% will try 
intercropping alfalfa in their corn. Thirty eight 
percent of the participants indicated interest in 
implementing cover crops into soybean. Workshop 
participants were asked to place a dollar figure on 
the knowledge received when applied to their 
farming enterprises and the average estimated 
value was $19.85 per acre. 
 

Feedback 
• “I learned and gained new information regarding 

clay characteristics and cover crop species.” 

• “I now understand the integration of winter 
camelina and field pennycress as cover crops 
and relay cash crops in the future.” 

• “I might try interseeding cover crops into 
soybeans.” 

• “I found it (the field day) very informative and 
the information will be useful in the SWCD's 
efforts to promote cover crops in North Dakota 
and Minnesota.” 

• “I now realize the importance of fall cover crop 
planting dates, diversity of cover crop species 
and how some may fit a system.” 

• “I will pursue winter camelina as a cover crop, a 
bee forage and possibly a harvestable crop.” 

• “I liked all the information about using rye in a 
cover crop mix.  Learned lots of different tidbits.”   

 
 
Contacts 
Hans Kandel Broadleaf Extension Agronomist 
NDSU Plant Sciences Department 
701-231-8135 
hans.kandel@ndsu.edu  
 
Joel Ransom, Cereal Crop Extension Agronomist 
NDSU Plant Sciences Department 
701-231-7405 
joel.ransom@ndsu.edu  
 
 

Public Value Statement 
Diversification of current cropping systems to include a second crop or intercrop will have many 
ecosystems services, such as nutrient cycling, increased pollinator activity, wildlife habitat, and soil 
protection from wind erosion. Both producers and citizens of North Dakota will benefit from 
incorporating cover crops into the farming system. 
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