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Online Forums Connect Gardeners 
to Researchers 

The Situation 
North Dakota State University (NDSU) is the leading 
horticultural research institution in the state. Its 
Extension organization extends valuable information 
from the NDSU campus to all North Dakotans. 
 
Advancements in online technologies today facilitate 
communications between campus researchers and 
the public. Anyone with access to the internet can 
attend workshops and interact with instructors. 
 
Extension Response 
The Spring Fever Garden Forums gave North 
Dakotans direct access to the horticulture experts of 
North Dakota State University. 
 
Experts shared information on selecting superior 
trees, starting seeds indoors, growing hardy fruits, 
reducing the use of herbicides, growing hardy 
perennials, scouting for invasive insects, and more. 
 
Researchers gave short presentations and then 
answered questions using a live, interactive format. 
 
Sessions were held on four Monday evenings from 
March 19 to April 9, 2018. The program was 
delivered to approximately 600 gardeners at 31 
Extension offices and other meeting sites across 
North Dakota. The program was also offered over 
the internet; approximately 150 persons participated 
in the sessions via their home computers. 
 
Presentations were later uploaded on YouTube and 
watched by 1,110 viewers in 2018.  
 
Impacts 
A survey was conducted online and at interested 
county offices to evaluate the impact of the forums.  
A total of 186 of 410 (45%) persons responded. 

• 100% of gardeners stated the forums provided 
information that was useful in caring for their 
yards and gardens. 

• 94% of gardeners provided at least one 
example of how they will use this information to 
change and improve their gardening practices. 
Gardeners mentioned examples such as 
selecting superior landscape plants, growing 
new crops and reducing the use of pesticides.  

• Participants were very satisfied with the quality 
and usefulness of the presentations. Using a 
scale of 1 to 5 (1 = Very Dissatisfied and 5 = 
Very Satisfied), the mean and median scores 
for the 12 presentations combined were 4.33 
and 5.00, respectively. 

• 100% of gardeners would recommend the 
forums to a fellow gardener. 

 
Feedback 
“Spring Fever is the perfect name. We are all 
anxious to get outside and begin putting some of 
these new practices into action.” 
 
Primary Contact 
Tom Kalb, Ph.D. 
Extension Horticulturist 
2718 Gateway Ave., Suite 304 
701.328.9722 
tom.kalb@ndsu.edu 
 
Collaborators 
Numerous specialists made presentations and 
County Agents across the state hosted the event.  
 
Resource Link 
Presentations and handouts are archived at 
www.ag.ndsu.edu/springfever/. 

Public Value Statement 
Increasing access to science-based information will lead to gardening practices that contribute to a 
sustainable environment, abundant harvests and healthier diets.   


