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Soybean Drying and Storage during 
an unusual harvest and marketing year 

The Situation 
China’s decision to not purchase American 
soybeans forced farmers and commercial facilities to 
store more soybeans than normal and for a longer 
period than normal. Many farmers typically store 
soybeans for a few months over winter and do not 
dry their harvested soybeans. Elevators typically 
store soybeans at most a few months and are 
continually marketing the beans through the Pacific 
Northwest to China. Other markets for North Dakota 
(ND) soybeans are very limited. On September 1, 
2018 there were about 438 million bushels of 
soybeans in storage in the United States. At the 
same time about 3.8 million bushels were in storage 
on farms and 12.1 million bushels were in storage at 
commercial facilities in ND. There were an estimated 
247 million bushels of soybeans harvested in ND in 
2018. Two major issues. Where would all of the ND 
produced soybeans be stored, and what are the 
recommended practices for long-term storage of the 
soybeans? 
 
Extension Response 
Two fact sheets were developed – one on 
alternative storage options and one on 
recommended long-term storage practices. A news 
conference was held to share marketing and storage 
recommendations. A website was developed to 
provide education on the topic. Numerous media 
interviews were conducted. Articles were developed 
and distributed as news releases. These articles 
were used by national media, grain storage 
industries, national soybean grower associations, 
national elevator groups, and extension in other 
states. Numerous consultations assisted growers 
faced with storage and drying decisions. A 
presentation was developed that Extension agents 
can use for education in their counties. 
 
 

Impacts 
The value of soybeans in storage on September 1, 
2018 in addition to the soybeans produced in North 
Dakota is about $2.4 billion, assuming a value of 
$9.25 per bushel. The educational program provided 
growers and commercial facilities with the 
recommended practices to maintain the quality and 
value of the soybeans. 
 
Feedback 
Thank you for sharing your grain storage articles 
with Nebraska farmers via CropWatch. It’s been an 
interesting season here.  
Lisa Brown Jasa, Communications Specialist 
CropWatch Editor 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln 
 
Hello Ken.  The owner of our farm and I were at your 
presentation today. Thank you. We are back at the 
farm trying to explain some of what we saw to other 
owners and employees and appreciated having the 
pdf of your slides.  
Jim Murn 
 
Primary Contact 
Kenneth Hellevang, Ph.D., P.E. 
Extension Agricultural Engineer 
NDSU Dept 7620, P.O. Box 6050 
Fargo, ND  58108 
701-231-7243 
Kenneth.Hellevang@NDSU.edu 
 
Resource Links 
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/alerts/soybean-storage 
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/graindrying 
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/crops/soybean 
 

Public Value Statement 
Using recommended practices to dry and store about $2.4 billion worth of North Dakota soybeans impacted 
farmers, agribusiness and the state.  
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