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Agronomy & Economy

The Situation 
There is an apparent disconnect between the 
agriculture industry and the consumers the 
industry supplies food for. Along with this issue 
there is a need for more community outreach in 
southwest ND from the Dickinson Research 
Extension Center. 
 
Extension Response 
A short series titled “Agronomy & Economy” was 
started, originally for Youtube. The first video was 
made in November 2015. The bi-monthly videos 
would include discussion on current topics in 
agriculture, information from NDSU researchers 
and discussion on the importance of their work, 
updates on local events, and a narrative that is 
informative and entertaining. In April 2016, 
Agronomy & Economy was expanded into radio 
as well as Youtube and was distributed on local 
Dickinson, ND radio station KDIX, KXGN based in 
Glendive, MT, Northern Ag Network based in 
Billings, MT, KEYZ out of Williston, ND, Jim 
Thompson Live Radio Show based in Spearfish, 
SD,  Dakota News Network,  and on KFYR radio 
out of Bismarck, ND. In July 2016 we decided to 
focus on radio as we were reaching more people, 
and stopped making the Youtube videos. The 
radio segments have continued since, each year 
during the growing season from April to 
November. Each radio segment is also uploaded 
to the NDSU Dickinson Research Extension 
Center website. 
 
Impacts 
Topics covered in Agronomy & Economy ranged 
from weed control, crop rotation, and cover crops 
to lifelong learning, decision making, and planning 
ahead. With Agronomy & Economy we were able 
to cover a wide range of topics and reach a wider 
range of people. 

Feedback 
Jon Stika, retired NRCS Soil Scientist says of the 
series, “Agronomy and Economy gives producers 
in southwest North Dakota a wider view of how 
the proper management of soil and water 
resources relates directly to the profitability of any 
agricultural enterprise.  The emphasis Ryan and 
Levi place on healthy, fully functioning soil as the 
foundation of crop production systems, illustrates 
that working with the biology of the soil will be 
more profitable than attempting to control plant 
nutrient cycling and water management with 
expensive inputs.   Each episode of Agronomy 
and Economy is concise, easy to understand, and 
presents the balance that must be realized 
between profitability and sustainability of any farm 
or ranch.” 
 
Primary Contact 
Ryan Buetow 
NDSU Extension Cropping Systems Specialist  
1041 State Avenue, Dickinson, ND 58601 
701-456-1106 
Ryan.buetow@ndsu.edu 
 
Non-Extension Collaborators 
Levi Helmuth  
Bismarck State College 
Assistant Professor of Farm Management Education 
 
 
Resource Links 
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/dickinsonrec/agronomy-
economy. 
 
 

Public Value Statement 
The disconnect between consumers and agriculture continues to grow. Increasing outreach from the 
Dickinson Research Extension Center can bridge the disconnect between consumers and the agriculture 
industry and increase production, profitability, and sustainability for local producers. 
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