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Feeding For Profit

The Situation 
Backgrounding in North Dakota can add value 
to a producer’s calf crop.  Knowing how to 
manage for temperature, nutrition, markets and 
herd health are critical. 
 
Extension Response 
Rolette County Extension Agent, Mark Miller, 
worked with 10 new producers this past year 
representing 2000 calves.  Each producer was 
dealt with on an individual basis.  Rations were 
developed using their feed stuffs.  If animal 
nutritional needs were not met, additional 
feedstuffs were looked at.  Rations were given 
to producers every 2 weeks to adjust for 
temperature and weight gain.   
 
Budgets were provided for bankers who 
requested what the breakeven would be. 
 
Impacts 
The 10 new producers had never fed a 
balanced ration before.  Selling dates of the 
calves was very close to the previous year.  
Sale barn weights were used to compare the 
difference.  All 10 producers seen an increase 
in weights.  Sale barn weight increase ranged 
from 25 pounds to 150 pounds. Profit increase 
at a price of $1.40/lb was $35.00/head to 
$210.00/head 
 
Feedback 

• I thought I knew how to feed cattle but 
thought I would try out your rations.  I 
was blown away by the 120 pound 
increase in weight.  The feedlot I send 
my calves to finish were very pleased 
with the extra weight gain and amount of 
flesh on them. 

 
Sale Barn Weights 
(lbs/head) Using 
Balanced Ration 

Sale Barn Weights 
(lbs/head) Not Using 

Balanced Ration 
825 735 
760 670 
886 765 
825 675 
858 760 
857 750 

Avg. = 835* Avg. = 726 
*On average, there was over 100 lb. weight gain/head 
when using a balanced ration 
 
 

 
 
Primary Contact 
Mark Miller 
Rolette County Extension Agent 
102 2nd St NE, Rolla ND 58367-0430 
701-477-5671 
mark.d.miller@ndsu.edu 
 
 
 

Public Value Statement 
North Dakota calves are in great demand in the cattle finishing states.  Providing a healthy, properly fed and 
marketable calf to these states will provide a demand for North Dakota calves. 
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