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Grazing Management during a Drought
The Situation 
The year 2017 was unusually dry for the nation, 
North Dakota was no exception. Portions of the 
state were designated as being a D3 or D4 drought 
level, which is listed as major to exceptional pasture 
and crop loss. With low growth rates and fears of 
Nitrogen accumulation, Williams County started to 
receive calls. These calls brought attention to the 
widespread issues of the dry conditions. Ranchers 
were nervous about the need for the summer and 
upcoming winter’s feed, since little rainfall fell in 
April, May and June.  
 
Extension Response 
Between publications and weekly drought calls and 
reporting, Williams County Extension Service 
started to post information on social media, county 
website and wrote articles in two local newspapers. 
I also received calls and had people stopping in my 
office trying to figure out what to do. I was in contact 
with the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and Farm Service Agency (FSA) about the 
calls they had been receiving, and saw a need for a 
meeting. We scheduled this meeting for middle of 
July, which was when ranchers started to feel 
nervous about what would play out the rest of the 
growing season. We made sure this meeting had an 
educational component and then went into the field. 
Those in attendance learned how to identify 
different grass species, and how to determine their 
pounds per acre of production.  
 
Impacts 
This program provided information for ranchers 
about programs offered by the NRCS and FSA to 
help out their operations. Stocking rate and carrying 
capacity was explained to the ranchers present, 
knowing the importance of what you have and what 
you need can help them plan financially for their 
operation. Producers from Williams and Mountrail 
counties attended. 

• 65% of participants learned the meaning of 
carrying capacity and stocking rate, and 
how to identify the difference 

• 75% of those in attendance stated they 
intended to get their forage tested 

 

Public Value Statement 
Educating ranchers on their pasture and hay lands 
directly affect the economic outcomes of their 
operations.  
 

Ranchers from Williams and Mountrail counties learn 
about grazing. 
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