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Hungry for Horticulture Education in Traill County
The Situation 
Consumers want to know how and where their food 
comes from. Furthermore, people enjoy summer 
gardening and landscaping activities to enhance 
their homes. NDSU Extension values learning and 
sustainability which exemplifies the significance of 
creating horticulture educational opportunities in 
Traill County.  
 
Extension Response 
Alyssa Scheve, Traill County Extension agent, 
coordinated with a local greenhouse owner and 
community member within the county to create 
“Stepping into Spring” Garden Workshop. Topics 
for the program were selected based on the 
coordinators’ observation of emerging needs during 
visits with community members during the growing 
season. Topics for the workshop included: lawn 
care, tree pruning, proper watering, garden 
journaling and herb gardens. Plans are in progress 
for the 2018 “Stepping into Spring” Garden 
Workshop. Topics that are being offered are from 
suggestions from last year attendees. Topics 
include after-harvest garden management, proper 
produce storage and meals to make with garden 
goods. 
Additional horticulture programming offered in Traill 
County include:  

• In 2017, Traill County Master Gardeners 
volunteered a total of 144 hours which tallies 
to a value of $3,657.60. 

• Pruning workshop at local Kiwanis club in 
2017. 

• In 2017, over 45 one-on-one house visits to 
find solutions for homeowner horticulture 
concerns. 

 
Impacts 
A total of 37 people attended the “Stepping into 
Spring” Garden Workshop in 2017. Thirty-three 
people completed the program evaluations. From 
those surveys:  

• 100% of respondents reported an increase 
of knowledge regarding lawn care, tree 
pruning, gardening journaling and herb 
gardens.  

• 31 respondents indicated they were highly 
likely to adopt lawn fertilizer better 
management practices. 

 

 
 
Feedback 
“[Pollinator lessons from Agent Scheve] are of 
particular interest to me, as I started beekeeping a 
few years ago. Because of this, I have become a 
huge advocate for planting pollinator friendly 
flowers and plants.” 
 
“The Extension information has also helped me 
expand my vegetable garden. I have really relied 
on the info that I can get from Extension to find 
what varieties work here and what practices are 
needed to be successful.” 
 
Public Value Statement 
Horticulture educational opportunities increase 
sustainability of summer vegetable gardens, lead to 
improved local nutrition and reduction of chronic 
diseases in Traill County. 
 
Primary Contact 
Alyssa Scheve 
Traill County Extension Agent, Agriculture and 
Natural Resources 
114 W Caledonia Ave, Hillsboro, ND 58045 
(701)636-5665 
alyssa.scheve@ndsu.edu 
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