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“Shoot for the Stars!” Steele and Traill County Youth 
Aim High in Shooting Sports Archery Program
The Situation 
Youth Shooting Sports programing was identified as a 
critical issue for North Dakota when the NDSU 
Extension Service held eleven Community Forums 
across the state in 2015. Many youth from rural 
communities do not have access to extracurricular 
activities outside of school, especially shooting sports 
(specifically archery).  
 

Extension Response 
Steele County Extension agent, Angie Johnson, and 
Traill County Extension agent, Rachael Hiam, met with 
their respected 4-H Leader’s Councils and the 
Steele/Traill Advisory Council, to determine interest of a 
youth shooting sports archery program. Contact was 
made with Physical Education Teacher, Marlene Motter, 
who is a certified archery instructor within the Hope-
Page Public Schools. With Mrs. Motter’s guidance, 
Extension staff identified volunteers to become certified 
shooting sports instructors and secured funding for 
archery equipment. Agents collaborated with Norseman 
Archers, a local adult archery league, to establish a 
facility to conduct weekly practices and store archery 
equipment. 
 

Impacts 
The Steele/Traill 4-H archery program was formed. 
During the 2016-2017 season, forty members enrolled in 
the program with six adult volunteers becoming certified 
instructors. Archery participation in 2016-2017: 
• Nineteen youth enrolled in traditional 4-H 

Community Clubs;  
• Twenty-one short-term 4-H members; 
• Youth practiced and competed twenty-seven 

times throughout the archery season; 
• Instructors devoted 640 hours of instruction and 

coaching to 4-H archery youth. 
• The Jr. bare bow team won first place in all five 

district 4-H matches in ND, and won the state 
indoor and outdoor matches. 

 
For the 2017-2018 season, the Steele/Traill Archers 
gained an instructor, who was a previous archery 
member from the 2016-17 season, and ten new 
members (and growing). 
From the Outdoor Skills Impact Survey, 4-H archery 
parents indicated 100% improvement in their child’s: 
• Self-confidence & self-direction in learning 
• Positive behavior in School 
• Ability to follow directions & safely handle 

shooting sports equipment 
• Ability to make new friends 

 

Feedback 
“My daughter’s self-confidence has grown leaps and 
bounds, thanks to this 4-H archery program! She even 
bought her own bow and now wants to go deer hunting 
with her dad!” – 4-H archery parent 
 
“It’s tough to find family events in our small towns. 4-H 
archery is exactly what Steele County families needed, 
as it’s a great sport, no matter what your abilities are!” – 
Steele County Commissioner  
 

Public Value Statement 
Youth involvement in rural communities can be a 
challenge due to the lack of funding, equipment, and 
volunteers. The NDSU Extension Service helps connect 
adults with youth, to 
create positive youth 
programming that 
teaches lifelong skills, 
builds confidence, 
and provides a safe 
atmosphere to learn 
and make mistakes. 
 

Primary Contact 
Angie Johnson 
NDSU Extension Agent/Steele County  
PO Box 316; Finley, ND 58035 
701-524-2253; angela.b.johnson@ndsu.edu  
 

Collaborators 
Rachael Hiam, NDSU Extension Agent/Traill County 
 

Non-Extension Collaborators 
Marlene Motter, Physical Education Teacher 
Hope-Page Public Schools 
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