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The Myra Arboretum 
A Showcase for Trees – and Collaboration!

The Situation 
The Myra Arboretum, outside of Larimore, ND, 
was established in the late 1970s as part of a 
larger conservation project in the Turtle River 
watershed. Hundreds of trees and shrubs grew 
well for a long time, though in recent years, 
insects and diseases began to take their toll as 
the site began to decline. 
 
Extension Response 
In 2015, the manager of the Myra Arboretum 
contacted the Grand Forks County Extension 
agent and the Forestry Specialist in an effort to 
develop a partnership to bring back the splendor 
of this site. Extension personnel provided 
assistance with grant writing and completed an 
inventory of the site in anticipation of 
redevelopment and replanting. 
 
Impacts 
Since this project began, over $17,000 in external 
funding has been secured to remove dead-and-
dying trees and to plant new ones. A new Master 
Plan has been developed for the Myra Arboretum 
and three clean-up days have been held. Several 
tons of debris and brush have been removed with 
the help of NDSU Extension Master Gardeners, 
who donated 175 hours of labor in 2017 alone.  
New labels have been designed and are being 
placed throughout the site.  
 
Feedback 
“We couldn’t do this work without the cooperation 
and help from NDSU Extension staff.  Thank you 
so much.” 
- Myra Arboretum staff member 
 
Public Value Statement 
Communing with and enjoying nature feeds the 
soul. Educating and utilizing voluntary NDSU 
Extension Master Gardeners carries knowledge 
and experience on to other communities to help 
spread that joy.  

Primary Contact 
Joe Zeleznik 
Forestry Specialist 
Extension Forester 
Soil Science Department 7680 
PO Box 6050, NDSU 
Fargo, ND 58108-6050 
701.231.8143 
joseph.zeleznik@ndsu.edu 
 
Photo points 
A series of 37 photo points were established in 
2017, with the intent of revisiting those specific 
spots in the future to illustrate the changes over 
time.  This simple technique will be used by 
educators and can easily include public 
participation.  

 
 
Collaborators 
Esther McGinnis, Horticulture Specialist and 
Master Gardener Program Coordinator, NDSU 
Extension 
 
Non-Extension Collaborators 
Nat Bornsen, Manager 
  Myra Arboretum 
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