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Farmer Networks in Soil Health 

The Situation 
Networking amongst farmers, consultants, industry 
representatives and scientists is important for the 
transfer of information regarding soil health building 
practices.  Opportunities to network can be limited 
during larger Extension meetings because the 
general focus is on formal presentations and cater 
to larger groups rather than discussion-based 
meetings that focus on sharing experiences and 
information in small groups.  Networking can also 
be limited without a venue/event to bring individuals 
with common interests together.   
 

Extension Response 

The Extension Soil Health Café Talks were 
developed in 2014 as a way for individuals to 
network with others who share a common interest 
while sharing science-based and applied 
information.  Network analysis was conducted for 
café talks held in 2014, 2015 and 2016 as a way to 
identify who is talking to who and how influential 
they might be in the sharing of information.   
 

Impacts 

Within the network map for those attending the café 
talks, there are a couple things to note: 

1. Green circles indicate NDSU, blue indicate 
farmers, pink indicate consultants and grey 
are unknown professions.   

2. Size of the circle and location within the 
network indicates the influence those 
individuals have related to the sharing of 
soil health information.   
 

 

There are seven farmers, seven NDSU 
researchers/specialists and four consultants that are 
key players within the network over the first three 
years.  Four of those individuals are 35 years old or 
younger, six range in age from 36 to 55 and eight 
are over 56 years old. There were 362 connections 
made amongst 169 individuals over the three years.  
Café talks create a network amongst a diverse 
group of professions and ages. 
 
The goal for future café talks is to bring additional 
individuals into the inner circle and to increase the 
influence each individual has on the sharing of 
information.  Farmers and consultants who are 
knowledgeable about soil health building practices 
are equally as important as the NDSU individuals 
delivering the information at Extension meetings. 
 

Feedback 
This is a model extension program.  I can’t think of a 
better way to engage with farmers – consultant 
 

I enjoyed talking with other growers and learning 
how they are managing their soils – farmer 
 

Discussion helps determine new ideas - farmer 
 

The café talks have been great opportunities to 
meet producers in my county and build 
relationships… - Extension county agent 
 

Public Value Statement 

Providing discussion-based opportunities for 
individuals with common interests to network are 
important for the development of meaningful 
relationships amongst those using soil health 
building practices on-farm.   
 

Primary Contact 
Dr. Abbey Wick 
Extension Soil Health Specialist 
701-850-6458; abbey.wick@ndsu.edu 
Twitter: @NDSUsoilhealth 
 
Collaborator:Jean Haley, Haley Consulting Services 
 
Funding for café talks is provided by the ND Corn 
and Soybean Councils and ND Wheat Commission 
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