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2017 Getting it Right in Soybean Production 
The Situation 
From 2000 through 2016, the soybean acres 
harvested in North Dakota increased from 1.85 to 
6.05 million acres with a record yield of 41.5 bushel 
per acre in 2016. Due to the increased interest in 
soybean production in North Dakota, especially in 
the western part of the state, there is a continuous 
need to educate producers about all management 
aspects of growing soybean in the newer 
production regions of the state.  

To meet this need, the NDSU Extension Service 
teamed up with the North Dakota Soybean Council 
to bring newer producers relevant, timely, and 
current research based information about 
management and economics of soybean 
production. 
 

Extension Response 
The NDSU Extension Service state and area 
specialist, with responsibility for soybean, and 
county agents developed a training program called 
‘Getting it Right in Soybean Production.’ Meetings 
were conducted at five locations in ND in 2017. The 
events took place from 10:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Advertising, room rent, refreshments, and lunch 
were paid for by the North Dakota Soybean 
Council.  

Total attendance for the workshops was 153. 
Location Date Attendance 
Lignite 1/5/17 33 
Cando 1/24/17 19 
Bottineau 1/25/17 51 
Washburn 1/26/17 26 
Napoleon 1/27/17 24 

 

Impacts 
Extension staff educated soybean growers on 
variety selection, soybean diseases, control of 
insects, intensive crop management, economics, 
and a soybean council update was provided. In an 
exit survey 48% of the  participants indicated that 
they learned something new and useful and 43% 

said they gained important insight and all intended 
to apply the gained knowledge on their farms.  
 

Examples cited included: 
• Soybean Cyst Nematode is becoming an 
important issue for our state 
• Choose the right variety  
• Application of P fertilizer  
• Select for iron chlorosis tolerance 
• How to check for disease and insects  
• Earlier planting date, right row spacing  
• Yield limiting factors 
  

Feedback 
Producers indicated that they had obtained useful 
information to make their farming operation more 
profitable with comments like: Very good program; 
very professionally done; well worth the trip; great 
presentations 
 

Public Value Statement 
Efficient utilization of farming inputs into soybean 
production will benefit growers, society, and the 
environment. 
 

Evaluation 

Producers were asked the question: If you were to 
place a dollar value on the information you received 
(when you apply the knowledge you learned in your 
business), what would it be per acre? The average of 
those who answered (20% of attendees) was $11.58 
per acre. The growers each managed 758 soybean 
acres. The total estimated perceived value (153 
participants x 758 acres x $11.58) across the five ND 
locations was about 1.3 million dollars. 
 

Primary Contact 
Hans Kandel 
Broadleaf Extension Agronomist, NDSU Plant 
Sciences Department 701-231-8135 
hans.kandel@ndsu.edu  
 

Non-Extension Collaborators 
North Dakota Soybean Council 

mailto:hans.kandel@ndsu.edu

