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Grain Drying and Storage Education 2017
The Situation 
There is approximately 1.4 billion bushels of grain 
stored in North Dakota with a value of about $7 
billion. A large amount of the current production 
year, in addition to previous year’s production, is in 
storage. National grain stocks on December 1, 2017 
were 12.5 billion bushels of corn, 3.16 billion of 
soybeans, and 1.87 billion of wheat. Each 
production year is different requiring different drying, 
handling and storage expertise. Regional and 
national extension staff, equipment manufacturers 
and retailers, agricultural media and farmers rely on 
NDSU Extension expertise due to the lack of that 
expertise locally. 
 
Extension Response 
Education was conducted through face-to-face 
seminars and webinars, news releases, print 
articles and various media that was distributed 
locally. In addition, it was distributed to ND, SD, MN, 
and NE Extension agents; NCR Extension Service 
colleagues and Ag Program Leaders; grain drying 
and storage companies and dealers across the 
United States; grain engineers across the U.S.; 
national and local commodity groups and 
associations; and selected regional and national 
media. Technical assistance was provided via email 
and telephone consultations. The “Grain Drying, 
Handling, and Storage Handbook” was co-authored 
and is being distributed by the Midwest Plan Service 
as a college textbook and a resource for the grain 
industry. A seminar on Malting Barley Drying and 
Storage was developed and is available on 
YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qi-
8qKxilw8 
 
Impacts 
It is critical to maintain grain quality to achieve the 
highest economic return. People had access to 
scientific and research based information to 
properly dry and store their grain. The education 
delivered to extension and industry professionals 
across the country via email and media was used 
by them to assist clients across the country. View 
the feedback section for an assessment of value. It 
is difficult to assess the economic value of 
consultations, but if just 300 consultations each 
affected 100,000 bushels of grain with a value of 

$4.00 per bushel, the consultations affected grain 
valued at $120 million. 
 
Feedback 
Thank you for your assistance with education and 
technical assistance for Michigan soybean growers! 
 Mike Staton 
MSU Extension Senior Soybean Educator 
 
Kenneth 
This is great information and it's much more 
complete than what usually gets into magazine 
articles.  Is it OK if I pass this on to others? 
Gary Woodruff 
GSI District Manager 
 
Ken,  
Thank you for sharing this. I'll plan to include it in 
this week's CropWatch. 
Lisa Jasa 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
 
Greetings Dr. Hellevang, 
   This information is greatly appreciated.  And 
used)).  We switched a couple fans to try to get 
more airflow.  Thanks, Brad Campbell 
 
Public Value Statement 
Feeding the world requires high quality food. 
Maintaining quality of grains during storage is vital 
to feeding the world, and maintaining market value 
of the grains grown, income generated, purchases 
made, and taxes collected.  
 
Primary Contact 
 
Kenneth Hellevang, Ph.D., P.E. 
Extension Agricultural Engineer & Professor 
NDSU Dept. 7620, P.O. Box 6050 
Fargo, ND 581008-6050 
701-231-7243 
Kenneth.Hellevang@ndsu.edu  
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