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Advancing Agriculture Knowledge through 
Youth Land Judging Events
The Situation 
Over the years, researchers, farmers and 
agronomists alike have continued to realize the 
importance of our soils in advancing agriculture 
production. Soil is a basic natural resource that 
serves many purposes in life on earth. In agriculture 
alone, we rely on soil to support growing plants that 
we use for food and fiber. Soil holds water and 
nutrients, and we will continue to rely on it for the 
purpose of sustaining and enhancing life. Land can 
be judged much like crops or animals. Just as we 
evaluate produce/crops and animals on certain 
standards or qualities, we can also evaluate land by 
looking for clues to determine how well the land can 
produce crops or be used for other purposes. Soil is 
diverse and properties can vary greatly by location. 
 
Extension Response 
4-H is about growing leaders. Land judging contests 
provide youth a chance to walk down into a soil pit 
and evaluate the ground below them. By providing 
this “learn by doing” hands-on event, land judging can 
help youth understand how soils respond to different 
management practices and how soil properties affect 
crop growth. Nelson County 4-H’ers have competed 
in Land Judging events with Agent Hain since 2015, 
including qualifying for and participating in the 
National Land Judging Competition in Oklahoma in 
May 2017.  
Nelson County 4-H encourages youth ages 9-18 to 
participate in soil evaluation events. Each year, Hain 
holds practices 1-2 times/week in the months leading 
up to contests for junior and senior teams. Teams 
consist of about five members. Team members learn 
to correctly texture soils, estimate slope, determine 
depth, and practice making fertility, mechanical and 
vegetative recommendations.   
 
Impacts 
4-H and FFA land judging contests takes place state 
and nationwide and involve youth ages 9-18.  
Of those surveyed from Nelson County, all participant 
reported an improvement in their ability to:  

• Texture soil 
• Evaluate slope 
• Determine depth of soil 

 

All surveyed have either already applied information 
to their farm/school work or have intentions to do so 
in the future, indicating that understanding soil 
properties is important to them, and knowing 
differences in soil types based on geography is 
useful.  
 
Feedback 
“I’ve used information learned in land judging when I 
am figuring out which fields to cultivate first in the 
spring” 
 
“Land judging is fun and I would recommend it to 
others” 
 
“It’s a good contest, a good learning experience and I 
would recommend it to others” 
 
Public Value Statement 
Our food and fiber production relies heavily on soil 
and the land beneath us. Human life relies on soil. 
Educating youth about land stewardship is an 
important step in sustaining and regenerating soils for 
years to come.  
 
“For in the end we will conserve only what we love.  
We will love only what we understand.  
And we will understand only what we are taught.” 
  – Baba Dioum, African Conservationist 
 
Primary Contact 
Katelyn Hain | Nelson County Extension Educator 
210 B. Ave. West Suite 101, Lakota, ND 58344 
701-247-2521 
katelyn.hain@ndsu.edu 

Over 300 youth participated in the 2017 National Land Judging 
Contest in Oklahoma City, OK. 
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