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Spreading the Buzz about Pollinators
The Situation 
Nearly one out of every three mouthfuls of food 
comes from a pollinator-pollinated crop. Many of our 
nuts, fruits and vegetables are dependent upon 
pollination. Without pollination, our diet would be 
bland, less nutritious and definitely less colorful (1).  
Further, research in row crop production has 
indicated visitation by insect pollination to be 
beneficial to crops and boost yields (2). The benefits 
of pollinators are enormous. Unfortunately, 
pollinator populations of honey bees and native 
bees have declined, exacerbating the need to raise 
awareness and provide habitats for pollinators.   
 
Extension Response 
After assessing the horticulture needs with Griggs 
County Master Gardeners, NDSU Extension Agent 
Megan Vig facilitated two pollinator workshops to 
raise awareness of pollinators. Topics addressed in 
the separate workshops included the importance of 
pollinators, factors involved in the decline of honey 
and native bees, native bees in North Dakota, 
incorporating plants for bees, and how to make a 
bee house and provide habitat for bees.  
 
Impacts 
A total of 26 participants attended the two separate 
workshops. Participants were evaluated on their 
knowledge of the topics prior to the workshop and 
after the workshop. 
• 92% had an increase in understanding of the 

importance of pollinators and factors involved in 
the decline of bee populations. 

• 100% had an increase in knowledge of native 
bees in North Dakota and how we can help our 
pollinators. 
 

Participants were also evaluated on how likely they 
would use the information learned in the workshop.  
Those that rated their likelihood of moderately likely 
or very likely are reported. 
• 100% indicated they would incorporate new 

plantings for bees. 
• 96% indicated they would maintain their bee 

houses. 
• 92% indicated they would build more bee 

houses. 

Feedback 
“Now I don’t feel like I need to patch up the bare soil 
spots in my yard, those are great spots for ground-
nesting bees!” 

“I will incorporate a shallow water fountain for the 
bees.” 

“I can’t wait to hang up my new bee house and see 
if the bees nest in it!” 

“Bees are amazing creatures!”  
 

Participants of 
the solitary bee 
house workshop 
preparing their 
bee houses. 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Value Statement 
Pollinators are vital for production of nuts, fruits and 
vegetables, and increase production of crops, all 
essential for a diverse and healthy diet. 
 
Primary Contact 
Megan Vig 
Agriculture and Natural Resources Extension Agent  
PO Box 70, 805 Odegard Ave SW  
Cooperstown, ND 58425 
701.797.3312 
megan.vig@ndsu.edu 
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