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Gearing Up For Kindergarten Sets the Stage 
for Student Success in Foster County 
The Situation 
The academic and social expectations of 
children entering kindergarten are important for 
parents to understand. In North Dakota, pre-
kindergarten standards guide parents and 
teachers in preparing children for school 
transition and success. Parents are a child’s 
first and best teachers. However, many parents 
need and want support in their role of preparing 
their children for school readiness and success 
in school. Research on the importance of 
children’s early years, increased high standards 
as children enter kindergarten, and an 
emphasis on school readiness have combined 
to trigger greater interest by parents in helping 
young children enter school successfully. 
 

Extension Response 
Gearing up for Kindergarten is a curriculum 
designed for preschoolers and their parents. 
Families attend the classes together the year 
before a child is to enter kindergarten. In 2016 -
17, sixteen families registered for and attended 
the program. Carrington Public School teachers 
led the child-based portion of the program and 
several of the parent educational sessions 
along with Donna Anderson, Foster County 
Extension agent, who lead two of the parent-
based education and activities sessions. 
 

Impacts 
Thirteen families filled out the questionnaire at 
the conclusion of the program. The 
questionnaire assessed the parents’ perceived 
value of the program and if the program helped 
to them in a variety of different areas regarding 
parenting skills and kindergarten readiness. 
 
Feedback 
“I feel better about how my child and I are ready 
for starting school” – Carrington mother 
 
 

 
Public Value Statement 
Parents and children involved in this program 
are more engaged, contributing to being better 
prepared for the school transition and student 
success. 
 

Primary Contact 
Donna Anderson 
Eddy/Foster County Extension Agent 
P.O. Box 80/ Carrington, ND 58421` 
(701) 652-2581 
donna.anderson@ndsu.edu 


