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38th Annual Lake Region Round Up 
The Situation 
Commodity prices for the past two years have 
made it challenging for growers to make a profit. 
The 2018 budgets are not looking positive with 
less than break-even prices forecasted for a 
number of crops. Input costs remain high 
including land values. Growers are looking for 
ways to trim expenses and gain yield.  Many 
growers experienced a drought this past growing 
season, which had a negative impact on yields. 
We were fortunate to have a soil profile full of 
moisture going into 2017. At this time, our subsoil 
moisture has been depleted. We are heading into 
the 2018 season with less than desirable 
moisture. 
 
Extension Response 
To assist growers in making sound decisions, 
NDSU Extension Agents in the Northeast held the 
38th annual Lake Region Round Up. This event 
consists of a two-day production agricultural 
seminar held in the lake region. In 2017, 43 
Extension professionals and commodity 
representatives offered 47 separate agriculture-
related presentations.  
 
Daily attendance continues to be strong with 350-
400 growers. In 2017, we had growers attend 
from North Dakota, Minnesota, Montana, and 
Manitoba. 
 
To be sure we are meeting the needs of our 
growers, participants are surveyed regarding their 
use to provide input for the program content. A 
few grower suggestions included: 

• Crop market outlook 
• Resistant weed management strategies 
• Addressing iron deficiency in soybeans 
• Land rents/values in 2016 and beyond 
• Reducing input costs 
• Economics of backgrounding calves 
• Addressing soil salinity 
• Nitrogen soil extenders 

Impacts 
Post survey results indicated that 79% of Lake 
Region Round Up attendees are highly likely to 
utilize the information they were presented on 
their farm in the upcoming growing season. 
An example of changes made was reported by a 
grower who planted small grains and soybeans at 
the same time to reduce iron deficiency (IDC) in 
the soybean crop. IDC can reduce yield in 
soybeans by 20 to 30%. 
 
An average soybean yield of 35 bushels with a 
30% loss equals 10.5 bushels.  Growers adapting 
this practice and selecting IDC tolerant varieties 
are increasing their profit. By reducing the IDC by 
20% increases yield by 7 bushels per acre.  
 
Feedback 

• Excellent program 
• Would not miss it 
• Well worth the travel 
• Best agricultural seminar I attend bar none 
• Valuable information - a great way to 

prepare for the upcoming growing season 
 

Public Value Statement 
Using research-based information to guide 
agronomic practices increases yields and the 
overall economic bottom line for producers. 
 
Collaborators 

• Northeast District Extension Staff 
• NDSU Research Extension Staff 
• Commodity Groups 
• NRSC Staff 
• Private Industry Personnel  

 
Primary Contact 
Scott Knoke, NDSU Extension Agent/Benson 
County, ANR 
701-473-5363 
scott.knoke@ndsu.edu 
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