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Bovine Emergency Response Program 

The Situation 
Daily there are several hundred thousand head of cattle 
on the roadways in the United States.  University and 
Extension faculty from across the country developed the 
Bovine Emergency Response Plan (BERP) and teaching 
curriculum as a framework for emergency responders to 
more appropriately address accidents involving cattle 
transport vehicles.  The Plan includes standardized 
recommendations, suggestions and materials for 
emergency personnel in call taking, scene arrival and 
assessment, containment and security, extraction of 
cattle, relocation of cattle, mortality disposal, securing 
the wrecked transport vehicle, euthanasia, and 
debriefing.  
 
Extension Response 
At educational programs conducted in Rugby, Steele, 
Ellendale and Buffalo, participants participated in: 
classroom training, table top exercises, demonstrations 
and practicums on the subjects of in call taking, scene 
arrival and assessment, containment and security, 
extraction of cattle, relocation of cattle, mortality 
disposal, securing the wrecked transport vehicle, 
euthanasia, and debriefing. The training was directed to 
first responders and others interested in responder 
safety, public safety and animal care and welfare. 
 
Impacts 
The attendees of the BERP training sessions included 
farmers, ranchers, veterinarians, fire department staff, 
county emergency managers, law enforcement, 
ambulance, tow truck drivers, and extension agents.   
 
At each location, participants took a pre and post test to 
compare knowledge before and after the training.  
Overall, attendees post test scores improved 22% over 
their pre test scores.   
 
Participants also completed a course survey to 
determine participant knowledge before and after the 
program is the following areas:  Introduction and Local 
Emergency Planning, Transportation Hazards, 
Biosecurity, Euthanasia and Mortality Issues, Debriefing 
and Safety, and Animal Care and Handling.  Attendees 

were asked if they learned what they expected, and if 
the program was worth the cost to attend.   
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Feedback 
Participants were asked what they learned that was 
most important to their work and what they intended 
to implement as a result of this training.  Comments 
included:   
• “We need to be more prepared and build our 

team before we arrive at the scene.”  
• “We need to develop a plan and train on it.”  
• “A really helpful exercise was the euthanasia-

was having trouble executing in good fashion 
and where to shoot.” 

• “It was nice to attend a training that I didn’t 
know 75% of the information presented.  We 
are on Hwy 281 and will have a plan in place 
within two months.” 

• “This should be taught at the Law Enforcement 
Academies and at State Fire School.” 

• “Securing the scene to assure public and 
responder safety.  Human safety is always more 
important!” 

 
Public Value Statement 
Public safety is always a concern when dealing with 
accidents involving animals.  The first step in 
assuring public and human safety is training first 
responders on the correct procedures for 
addressing incidents involving the transportation of 
livestock. 
 
 
Primary Contact 
Lisa Pederson 
Extension Beef Quality Assurance Specialist 
2718 Gateway Ave., Ste. 304 
Bismarck, ND  58503 
701-328-9718 
lisa.pederson@ndsu.edu 
 
 
Collaborators 
Charlie Stoltenow 
 
Non-Extension Collaborators 
David J. Workman, West Virginia University 
Jan Shearer, DVM, Iowa State University 
Jarred W. Yates, West Virginia University  
Dr. Clyde Lane, University of Tennessee 
Dr. Steve Boyles, The Ohio State University 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


