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Southwest ND Agronomy Meetings  

The Situation 
Southwest North Dakota has a wide range of 
production crops, and therefore a wide range of 
production issues. Throughout the region, 
consultants and other agricultural industry 
professionals along with NDSU research and 
Extension professionals are facing these challenges 
and combatting issues in a variety of ways.  
 
Extension Response 
Beginning in May 2017 the first agronomy meeting 
was hosted at the Dickinson Research Extension 
Center. Several members from local agricultural 
chemical companies, crop consultants, producers, 
along with Extension agents attended to discuss 
factors that affect stand establishment along with 
agronomic issues each individual was facing and 
how others have dealt with similar issues. Meetings 
continued on a monthly basis with attendance 
ranging from eight to 20 individuals at each 
meeting. CEU’s were offered for Certified Crop 
Advisers at the meeting. These meetings allowed 
for networking, communication, and learning among 
various companies. These meetings also serve as a 
great tool for assessing agronomic needs for the 
region. NDSU researchers have presented to the 
group including Caleb Dalley from the Hettinger 
Research Extension Center. 
 
Impacts 
Following the October 17th meeting, attendees were 
surveyed on their level of learning from the meeting. 
Out of the responses, 12.5% responded that they 
gained important insight and information that they 
will apply in their farming operation or management, 
75% responded that they learned something new 
and useful, and 12.5% responded that they were 
familiar with the topic but the review was useful. A 
few of the topics that were most useful to 
participants were kochia management, seed 
treatments, and wheat curl mite hosts. 
 

Feedback 
Edward Cuskelly with Helena Chemical stated; “the 
agronomy meetings are very important in helping 
agronomists help growers. This helps us in western 
North Dakota interface with NDSU staff in Fargo.”  
These meetings have been great for gaining new 
perspectives. Josh Hammond, a Certified Crop 
Adviser in southwest North Dakota stated; “it’s been 
very helpful to hear the different perspectives 
around the table as we discuss the current issues 
we face. There has been a good balance of 
presenting research data and discussing first hand 
experiences with each subject.” 
 

Public Value Statement 
Sustainable agriculture sustains a hungry world.  
Increasing communication between agriculture 
industry professionals and NDSU researchers and 
Extension personnel can increase production, 
profitability, and sustainability for local producers. 
 

Primary Contact 
Ryan Buetow 
NDSU Area Extension Specialist/Cropping Systems 
1041 State Avenue, Dickinson, ND 58601 
701-456-1106 
Ryan.buetow@ndsu.edu  
 
Collaborators 
Kurt Froelich 
NDSU Extension Stark-Billings County 
Extension Agent/Animal Systems 

mailto:Ryan.buetow@ndsu.edu

