
County commissions, North Dakota State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating. NDSU does not discriminate in its programs and activities on the basis of age, color, 
gender expression/identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, participation in lawful off-campus activity, physical or mental disability, pregnancy, public assistance status, 
race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, spousal relationship to current employee, or veteran status, as applicable.  Direct inquiries to Vice Provost for Title IX/ADA Coordinator, Old Main 201, 
NDSU Main Campus, 701-231-7708, ndsu.eoaa@ndsu.edu. 

From the Ground Up – One turn at a time 
The Situation 
A group of entrepreneurs from North Dakota, 
Minnesota and North Carolina approached the 
NDSU Extension Livestock Environmental 
Management program in the summer of 2013 
asking about the steps to make quality compost 
from manure. They were interested in the entire 
process, from piling to purchase. 

Extension Response 
Mary Berg, area Extension livestock environmental 
management specialist at the Carrington Research 
Extension Center (CREC) initiated a farm visit to 
begin with the basics of composting. Creating 
quality compost was the first priority. Each farm visit 
included a stop at the compost rows to measure the 
temperatures, look at product consistency, and 
discuss the best equipment to meet their quality 
goals. Sampling techniques to quantify nutrients 
and proper product labeling were the next items that 
were taught. Once the product was mastered, 
building a business plan, which included marketing 
and funding was next. Several resources were 
gathered and shared with the group.  These 
resources included other Extension and research 
staff at the CREC, the US Composting Council, 
local and state NRCS and soil conservation district 
personnel and the North Dakota Department of 
Agriculture.  

Impacts 
Bison Compost, LLP was founded and currently 
carries both bulk and individual product lines. They 
have also branched into products (compost tea) for 
people who cannot have a garden based on their 
living situation but still long for the nostalgia of the 
North Dakota range. In July/August of 2016, Bison 
Compost, LLP was the cover story on the 
international magazine, Manure Manager where 
they praised the support received from NDSU 
Extension.   

Feedback 
For Bison Compost, the most useful part of working 
with NDSU Extension and CREC has been the 
wealth of resources and depth of knowledge that 
the professional staff provided to us through the 
service. Through printed materials, we could dive 

deeply into programs, grant opportunities and 
educational offerings, then follow internet links to 
even more information. During in-person meetings, 
we were able to ask specific questions and trust that 
the advice and guidance provided to us by Mary 
Berg, and other staff members, was based on 
current, top of the line research directly related to 
our business. Mary's availability to meet and 
willingness to share her fund of knowledge - and 
passion about manure management - on multiple 
occasions has been greatly appreciated by us all! 

-Business Owner 

Public Value Statement 
Due to an information gap being filled, North Dakota 
has another company that can contribute to the 
legacy of small businesses in the Peace Garden 
State.  

Primary Contact 
Mary Berg 
Area Extension Specialist/ Livestock Environmental 
Management  
NDSU Carrington Research Extension Center 
663 Hwy. 281 N., Carrington, ND 58421 
701.652.2951 
Mary.Berg@ndsu.edu 

Resource Links 
Composting Animal Manures 
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/publications/livestock/com
posting-animal-manures-a-guide-to-the-process-
and-management-of-animal-manure-compost  

Bison Compost 
https://www.bisoncompost.com/ 
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