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2016 Bio Industry Summit
The Situation 
Development of North Dakota’s biotechnology 
industry requires an environment where innovators 
can successfully bring their technology to market.  
This environment can be improved and the road to 
commercialization more easily navigated by 
providing innovators with access to resources 
including those available at land grant universities.  
Extension provides a vital link between the 
resources available at land grant universities and the 
people of their state. 
 
Extension Response 
NDSU Extension has responded to the needs of 
North Dakota’s emerging biotechnology industry by 
partnering with the North Dakota Department of 
Commerce, ND Corn Utilization Council, the North 
Dakota BioScience Association, and North Dakota 
Farmers Union to organize the Bio Industry Summit 
a one-day event for local, regional, and national 
leaders to network and share their learning in 
developing and commercializing new technology.   
 
The 2016 Bio Industry Summit was held in May on 
the campus of North Dakota State University. 
 
Impacts 
Nearly 100 people attended the event that included 
presentations and comments from US Department of 
Agriculture, BIO – the national biotechnology 
industry group, university faculty, and innovators.  
The keynote on consumer attitudes toward 
genetically engineered foods was delivered by Bruce 
Chassey, Professor Emeritus, University of Illinois.  
He later joined a panel that included participants 
from American Crystal Sugar, KLN Family Brands, 
and the North Dakota Soybean Growers 
Association.  A government networking event was 
held to provide innovators and entrepreneurs an 
opportunity to casually meet face-to-face with 
experts whose programs support commercialization.  
A poster session was also held to allow university 
faculty and students a chance to showcase their 
research. 
 
 
 
 

Participants were surveyed electronically after the 
Summit.  Respondents reported: 
 

• The high quality of the speakers and their 
content (7.73/10.0) 
 

• The eventual value of the summit 
(7.47/10.0) 
 

• 93 percent stated that they will consider 
attending future summits 

   
Feedback 
 
Attendees stated: 
 
“A chance to network with faculty and industry 
leaders.” 
 
“Amazing speakers.” 
 
“Very well done.  Liked the forward vision of the 
speakers.” 
 
 
Public Value Statement  
 
Growth of North Dakota’s biotechnology industry can 
support agriculture and diversify the economy. 
 
 
Contact 
David Ripplinger 
Bioenergy/Bioproduct Economics Specialist 
614F Barry Hall NDSU 
701.231.5265 
david.ripplinger@ndsu.edu  
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