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Preparing Applicators to Use Pesticides Safely 
and Effectively in Stark-Billings Co. 
The Situation 
Private applicator pesticide training is required by 
state and federal laws that were adopted in the 
1970’s. These laws were developed in response to 
the general public concern that pesticide use 
should be done in a way to protect the 
environment and humans from any adverse 
impacts. The program objective is to train people in 
the safe and effective use of pesticides. 

 
Extension Response 
NDSU Extension Agent Kurt Froelich has worked for 
several years to design and deliver an effective 
training program for private pesticide applicators in 
Stark-Billings Counties and the surrounding area.  
Training sessions include a variety of educational 
methods and speakers, including Froelich, 
Extension Agent Duaine Marxen, and ND 
Department of Agriculture pesticide inspector Jim 
Jeske.   

Six training events were held in Stark and Billings 
Counties in 2016.  Applicators were updated on the 
changes to the regulations for the purchase and 
application of restricted use pesticides. Jeske gave 
a presentation on what he looks for during a use 
inspection and stressed the need to follow the label 
when applying pesticides. A video was shown on 
electrical safety. Finally, a presentation was given 
on identifying noxious weeds. Audience response 
devices were used to discuss how to understand 
pesticide labels, as well as to assess learning. 
Programs also include time for open question and 
answer sessions. 

 

 

Impacts 
Results show that the trainings improve participant 
knowledge and competence.  For example, 
participants from this past year were evaluated on 
their ability to differentiate enforceable and 
advisory language on pesticide labels. 
● initially, only 13% of participants correctly 
identified “Do not get in eyes or on clothing” as 
mandatory. After further discussion and education 
on the difference between enforceable and 
advisory language, 
● 92% correctly interpreted enforceable label 
statements on personal protective equipment. 
● 76 percent correctly responded that the 
statement “Treat annual weeds when small to 
achieve best control” is advisory.  
● 91% correctly responded that the statement 
“causes irreversible eye damage” is a factual 
statement.  
 
Feedback 
“Your training are great, keep up the good work.” 
 
Public Value Statement 
Proper pesticide applicator trainings help to protect 
the environment and public safety by improving 
applicator knowledge and competence. 
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Kurt Froelich 
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