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Ramsey County 4-H Shooting Sports 
The Situation 
Often times community youth are left wondering 
what to do as they are not interested in 
participating in school extracurricular activities.  
What can Extension do to offer a satisfying 
learned experience for our community youth? The 
4-H Shooting Sports would offer opportunities:  
responsible citizens, new friendships and a 
lifelong skill. These new learned experiences 
would enhance their appreciation of the great 
outdoors. 
 
Extension Response 
Agent Hodous started a 4-H Shooting Sports 
program in 2004 for youth not significantly 
involved in other activities.  The program initially 
started with three volunteers and has grown to 42 
volunteers in 2016.  Agent Hodous collaborated 
with the City of Devils Lake along with area 
sporting clubs to provide facilities for five 
shooting sport disciplines to include archery, 
shotgun, air rifle, air pistol and center fire.  Agent 
Hodous, annually organizes the facility spaces, 
training of volunteers and recruitment of youth 
for the program.  Hodous is the primary 
fundraiser for the program, using funds to 
purchase equipment needed for all Shooting Sport 
disciplines. 
 
Impacts 
Since the initial startup period Ramsey County 4-
H Shooting Sports has developed into the largest 
4-H shooting sports program in North Dakota.  
Ramsey County 4-H Shooting Sports presently 
has 45 youth enrolled in shotgun, 59 youth 
enrolled in air rifle/air pistol/center fire and 83 
youth in archery. Several 4-H Shooting Sports’ 
young men and women have won state and 
national honors and several have been invited to 
Junior Olympic tryout camps.  We presently have 
9 youth, who have enrolled in the program, return 
to become volunteer instructors for the shooting 
sports program.  

 
Feedback 
• “Volunteer instructors should be paid for 

their dedication and patience” 
• “I CANNOT believe the new friends I have 

made” 
• “Thank you, my child has learned a lifelong 

skill and has now arrowed his first ever 
deer” 

• “What a difference your 4-H shooting sports 
program has made to our community and to 
the state”. 

• “We are blessed to have the number of 
volunteer instructors that are so patient with 
the youth and volunteer so much of their 
time to teach the safe use of firearms” 
 

Public Value Statement 
Through specialized programs, like 4-H shooting 
sports, youth learn valuable skills of 
communication, safety, decision making and 
wildlife conservation.  This education can reduce 
high-risk behaviors, increase life-long skill 
development and likelihood of youth giving back 
to their community. 
 

Primary Contact 
Bill Hodous 
Ramsey County Extension Agent 
524 4th Av. NE #5, Devils Lake N.D. 
701-662-7030 
Bill.hodous@ndsu.edu 
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